
SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL                                       

 ñFor nothing is impossible with God.ò 

Luke 1:37. 

Last February I attended the Conference of Synodical 

Presidents in Chicago.  This is an annual event when the 

64 synodical presidents assemble with the national board 

and staff.  It is a great experience when we have the op-

portunity to meet with other presidents, receive reports 

from national board and also our national staff.  It amazes 

me what we are able to do when we all work together in 

Godôs work. 

The Women of the ELCA starts with our local units but 

with the involvement of our conferences, then our state 

level and on to national level, this is when we get the big 

results!  If your local units question why they should be 

involved with the state and national, direct them to our 

website.  Recent contributions and supplies sent to Haiti is 

just one of the many ways we are doing Godô work.  We 

can do much at our local units but when working together 

with others, the results are amazing! 

When reading this newsletter, many of you may have or 

soon will have your Spring Conference Gathering.  This is 

where our involvement continues and always a great time 

to meet others and enjoy the many great speakers and Bi-

ble studies.  Encourage the ladies from your unit to come 

with you. 

Mark your calendar for June 25-26 at Trinity Lu-

theran church in Vermillion.   This will be our twenty-

third annual synodical convention.  The state board and 

conference coordinators started the plans last January and 

we are really excited about the coming event.  The con-

vention will start with registration on Friday at 1 p.m.  Fri-

day afternoon, we will offer Awareness  sessions which 

will include: Human Services Center of Yankton, Rev. 

Marlin Wangness with former inmate of St. Dysmas, Lu-

theran Social Service , and representative from National 

Music Museum at Vermillion.  A supper will be served.  

Friday evening will include a talk from a refugee with Lu-

theran Social Service and their experience with coming to 

United States.  This will be followed by a Bible Study by 

Rev. Carla Nelson. 

Saturday will start again with registration followed by 

opening communion service at 9 a.m.  This will then fol-

low with a report from our national representative, Marie 

Tesch.  Morning will end with the business meeting and 

election of officers and triennial delegates.    Following 

your noon dinner, we will have reports from our Mission 

partners, Love offering recipients and close with the in-

stallation of the officers.  Convention will be dismissed at 

4 p.m. 

 During the two day event, we will also have our Silent 

Auction with proceeds to go towards the Joy Ranch 

Kitchen Fund.  This is a fun event where you may donate 

an item and then find an item which you will love with 

proceeds to the fund.  We will also have many exhibits 

and representatives from our Mission Partners who will be 

happy to share their information and answer any questions 

you may have. 

The convention is a two day event will great speakers, Bi-

ble study, food and wonderful fellowship for  $35 registra-

tion fee.  I know that the ladies who have attended in the 

past will be there.  If you have not, plan now to attend and 

you will agree it is two days you will enjoy.  If not able to 

attend both days, come when it does fit in your schedule.  
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23rd Annual Synodical Convention 

June 25-26, at Trinity Lutheran in 

Vermillion  

Friday, 1 PM Registration     

Saturday, 9 AM Communion Service 

Concludes at 4 PM 

Make plans to attend!!!!!!  



Blessed Easter to the Women of the 

SD ELCA 
 

Where else but in South Dakota can it be 

70 degrees outside and I still have a snow bank in my yard.  

 One of the ways that I love to celebrate the wonder of 

the resurrection of our Lord is by singing in the Easter Can-

tata in Faulkton every Palm Sunday.  This year the cantataôs 

songs were so meaningful that you could truly feel Godôs 

presence in every phrase.  It sent chills up your spine. 

 I came across this piece of inspiration and thought Iôd 

share it with you.   I do love reading how God sends us mes-

sages in just the most  simple everyday tasks. 

 

WHY DID JESUS FOLD THE NAPKIN?  DO YOU KNOW 

WHY? 

 Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His 

resurrection?  The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the nap-

kin, which was placed over the face of Jesus, was not just 

thrown aside like the grave clothes. 

 She (Mary) ran and found Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, 'They have 

taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and I don't know 

where they have put him!'  Then Simon Peter arrived and 

went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 

while the cloth that had covered Jesus' head was folded up 

and lying to the side.  Was that important? Absolutely!   Is it 

really significant? Yes! 

 In order to understand the significance of the folded 

napkin, you have to understand a little bit about Hebrew tradi-

tion of that day.  The folded napkin had to do with the Master 

and Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tradition.  When 

the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure 

that it was exactly the way the master wanted it.  The table 

was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just 

out of sight, until the master had finished eating, and the ser-

vant would not dare touch that table, until the master was fin-

ished.         

 Now if the master were done eating, he would rise 

from the table, wipe his fingers, his mouth, and clean his 

beard, and would wad up that napkin and toss it onto the ta-

ble.  The servant would then know to clear the table. For in 

those days, the wadded napkin meant, "I'm finished." 

 But if the master got up from the table, and folded his 

napkin, and laid it beside his plate, the servant would not dare 

touch the table, because.....  

     The folded napkin meant,  

          "I'm coming back!"  

Interesting! 

This may be the beginning of April, but June will be here 

very soon.  I would like to remind all readers of this newslet-

ter to remember to get registered for the State Convention on  
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My learning disability gave me certain advantages, be-

cause I was able to live in the moment and capitalize on 

opportunities I spotted. 

                                 Paul Orfalea, founder of Kinkos 

Have you ever said you cannot do something, not be-

cause you have a learning disability, but because you felt 

inadequate to the task?  Yes.  We have all said that a time 

or two.  We just need to remember: I canôt.  God can. 

You still have time to submit a nominee from your Unit 

to the Triennial Convention in Spokane WA.  The date 

has been extended to May 1st. and we are encouraging 

women under age 65 to submit a resume.  Forms for 

nominees were sent out in the last Newsletter, or I can 

send another by e-mail.   Each Unit can submit one name 

for the ballot.  This is the only part of the ballot that can-

not accept names from the floor.  And é.. if your name 

is on the ballot, you are encouraged to be in attendance at 

the Synodical Convention. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 ñMy grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in weakness.ò  Paul (we) 

respond by saying, óTherefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christôs power may 

rest on me.  That is why, for Christôs sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 

difficulties.  For when I am weak, than I am strong.ô 

The officers are looking forward to a spiritually enriching 

time together as we all assemble for the Synodical Con-

vention in Vermillion.  Bring a sister, daughter, or a 

friend and enjoy the fellowship that permeates your being 

when you join with your sisters in Christ. 

Spring Gatherings Dates 
 

Prairie Rivers April 10  Zion Lutheran, Bridgewater 

Prairie Coteau April 24  Grace Lutheran, Sisseton 

Southeastern April 24  Vangen Luth, Mission Hill 

Medary  April 17  Trinity Lutheran, Estelline 

Crossroads April 17  West  Nidaros, Crooks 

Bear Butte April 24  Luth. Fellowship, Custer 

Northern Plains April 10  Emmanuel in Groton 



June 25 ï 26.  The registration packets should be to your unit 

President in time for your April Bible Study or unit W/ELCA 

meetings.  The convention is offering some exciting aware-

ness sessions, speakers, Bible Study, and of course the Silent 

Auction.  Come on down to Vermillion and see what the 

Southeastern Conference has planned for you. 

 

 

Greetings to All the Delightful Women of the 

ELCA in South Dakota!  

Iôm almost through my second month as your new Treas-

urer, and things have gone remarkably well ï thanks to 

Maryôs excellent training.  One of the most overwhelming 

things Iôve had to learn is where does all the money go?  

So, I thought it would be interesting for you to know too!  

So, letôs follow a $10 donationé 

 

Your local unit keeps 50% of your donation or $5.00.  Your 

unit uses the funds for their expenses, such as travel to 

Conference meetings, postage, donations, etc.  When I 

(Synodical level) receive your funds, 65% or $3.25 goes to 

churchwide, and we keep $1.75 here in South Dakota.  We 

use the funds to pay for several things: 

Newsletter ï In 2009, we received $220 in subscriptions, 

but spent $1,300 to print and mail it.  (Encourage your sis-

ter members to subscribe to the newsletter.  The more sub-

scriptions we have, the smaller the cost per copy.) 

Annual Synodical Convention ï gratuities for the host 

church and janitor, speakers, musicians, hotel for the 

churchwide representative, booklet printing, name tags, and 

misc. 

Conference Officers Workshop ï this is for travel, hotel, 

and meals for the training session for new conference offi-

cers.  The Synodical officers teach the Conference officers, 

who teach the unit officers.   

Board expenses ï travel, phone, postage and misc ex-

penses to carry on the mission of the SD Women of the 

ELCA.  Board members are all volunteers ï no one on the 

Board is paid- but at least their expenses are reimbursed. 

Winter Board Meeting ï travel, hotel, and meals for the 

Synodical Board and Conference presidents to plan the An-

nual Synodical Convention.   

Insurance ï this is liability insurance, which covers the 

Synodical meetings, as well as the Conference meetings.  

This is also why I will ask each Conference for the number 

of people in attendance at their Spring meetings.  The insur-

ance is based on the number of people participating. 

Triennial gathering ï although this is only held every 3 

years, it is a major expense.  In 2008, the Synodical Board 

paid for the hotel on the trip out and back.  The cost of the 

last Triennial Convention was over $4,000, and that was to 

Salt Lake City.  In 2011, the Triennial is in Spokane, WA. 

Once a year, the Synodical Board also donates to several 

projects, such as Womenôs Center in Cameroon, Katieôs 

funds, LWR Project Comfort, etc. 

Funds sent from the units for a specific project, such as 

Answer the Call, are sent in their entirety to the organiza-

tion.  These are just some of the expenses; full details of 

the income and expenses of the SD Women of the ELCA 

will be available at the Annual Synodical Convention in 

June. 

 

As you can see, your money is well spent.  We ask for 

your on-going support to continue our work to promote 

the purpose of the Women of the ELCA to ñcommit our-

selves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one an-

other in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, 

and the world.ò 

 

One last reminderéif you receive this newsletter, please 

remind the treasurer in your unit to send the Synodical 

offering to me ï Darlene Bresson, 621 S Lake Dr, Wa-

tertown, SD 57201.  Mary is still receiving quite a few 

offerings yet, so she has to send them to me. 

 

Until next time,  Godôs Blessings to you and your family 

as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, this Easter! 
 

Doris Gross   Lois Monahan 
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TREASURER 
DARLENE BRESSON 

Beginning Feb. 2010 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS  

THAT EXPIRE BEFORE JULY 1 AND WILL 

NOT RECEIVE THE NEXT ISSUE  

ANYONE can receive a copy of this newsletter by  
e-mail at no charge.  Please send your name and e-mail 
address to Lmbirk@itctel.com.  This will be in PDF for-
mat so that you can open it if you have PDF, which I will 
instruct you in downloading a free copy when I send the 
newsletter out.          
You can also find this newsletter on the internet at: 
http://www.sdsynod.org//   At the top of the page, posi-
tion your curser on óCongregations & organizationsô, 
then click on WELCA on the drop down menu.   When 
this page comes up, click on the SD Synod WELCA 
newsletter.  



As I am writing this we are in Holy Week. 

  

 I came across this on Stewardship.   ñResurrection as Key 

to Christian Stewardship.ò It talks about the resurrection is 

the key to understanding Christian stewardship because it is 

the key to Christianity.  In the resurrection of Jesus, God 

signals his intention to restore human life and all of crea-

tion, reversing the curse and decay caused by the fall and 

straightening this ñbentò world.  Jesusô new incorruptible 

body indicates that God is not going to do away with the 

physical world. He  is redeeming and transforming it.  Jesus 

has defeated death and is now bringing all Godôs enemies 

under his feet.  Not only this, but he promises that those 

who overcome through faith in him will rise again and 

reign with him eternally in a re-created new earth.  

  

ñWhat does this faith in the living and exalted Christ mean 

for Christian Stewardship?ò  Asks stewardship theologian 

T.A. Kantonen. 

 

  The resurrection of Christ from the dread is the foundation 

even of the new age which began with him, comparable 

only to creation when life itself beganéIt is by this resur-

rection power that the church lives and carries out its mis-

sion.  Its sacraments are an actual communion with the liv-

ing Lord.  Its members ñtaste of the powers of the world to 

come,ò for by his resurrection Christ has brought into the 

present the world to come, and faith in the access to this 

life.  We ñrise with Christ into a newness of lifeò 

and become the channels through which life flows into the 

world.  Thus to pray with Paul that we ñmay know the 

power of his resurrection ñ is to seek the deepest meaning 

and the riches resources of our stewardshipéChristian 

stewardship takes on nothing less than cosmic signifi-

cance.  Its aim to the restoration of all areas of life to its 

right Lords.   

  

Have a Blessed Easter 

Karen Lindgren 

          Recently I have been trying to learn more about 

Katharina von Bora Luther, wife of Martin Luther.  What 

an example she was for all of Lutheranism!  Though not a 

lot has been written about her, she became a definite in-

fluence in the Reformation movement, ñbecause of her 

role in helping to define Protestant family life and setting 

the tone for clergy marriages.ò ( from Wikipedia, the free 

encyclopedia). 

            Katie Lutherôs life is a great example of the Godly 

woman in Proverbs 31:10-31. 

            If she were in your Women of ELCA unit today 

she would certainly be an active participant of the 

monthly Bible Studies, and she would be the  first to of-

fer help in serving the needs of the needy and the strang-

ers in the community.  I am sure she would  be right there 

to encourage the youth to learn more of Godôs word, and 

to discuss in depth His purpose for each one of us, just 

as  the guests at the Martin Luther Dinner Table did. 

            Yes, Katie Luther would be right there doing what 

many of you are doing in reaching out to help wherever 

there is a need. Whether it be a fire or flood waters in a 

family home, or in a neighboring church, or need for tem-

porary housing or other help during any crisis, each one 

of us can be Godôs hands and feet. 

            Why not include your children and/or your hus-

band in visiting a shut-in neighbor, or in preparing a meal 

for the new family down the street?   And donôt forget 

your fellow congregation members, or your relatives 

when they have needs, too.  This is a great way to help 

the next generation learn to reach out to those with needs. 

             Getting back to Proverbs 31, the description of 

all the accomplishments of the Godly woman are enough 

to make me tiredðjust reading about them.  Yet we all 

know some women who fit into this description, Iôm 

sure.  Just a few quotes from the Living Bible:  Verses 17

-20:  ñShe is energetic, a hard worker. And watches for 

bargains.  She works far into the night. She sews for the 

poor, and generously gives to the needy.ò  Verse 24: ñShe 

is a woman of strength and dignity,éò   Verse 26-27: 

ñWhen she speaks, her words are wise, and kindness is 

the rule for everything she says.  She watches carefully 

all that goes on throughout her household, and is never 

lazy.ò  And finally, verse 30: ñCharm can be deceptive 

and beauty  doesnôt last, but a woman who fears and rev-

erences  God shall be greatly praised.ò    

            May God help each one of us become this kind of 

Godly woman, at home, in our congregation and in our 

community!              
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MISSION ACTION 

KAREN LINDGREN 

MISSION COMMUNITY 

GRACE WANGBERG 

If you have Christmas cards that you want to recy-

cle, you can send the fronts of cards without writ-

ing on the backs to:  

Ronald McDonald House in Indianapolis  

435 Limestone St.  

Indianapolis, IN  46202  
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Lent is such a special time of the year for 

Christians. We look forward to celebrating 

the love God has for mankind through the sacrifice of our Lord 

Jesus Christ who conquered sin, death, and Satan so we may be 

forgiven children of God. II Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God 

for his indescribable gift!                                                                 

  

Lent is also a real ecumenical sharing in the Sturgis area. 

Church Women United sponsor gatherings each Wednesday 

starting on Ash Wednesday in various locations and homes. 

Women from many different churches come together to study, 

pray, and fellowship. The Wednesday before Easter all the 

groups meet together for our final gathering. Grace Lutheran 

will host this year and our Pastor Fox will lead the service. The 

Lutheran and Presbyterian churches alternate hosting the soup 

and sandwich suppers thru Lent. The Lutheran pastor gives the 

service at the Presbyterian Church when they host the supper, 

the Presbyterian pastor gives the service at the Lutheran church 

when we host them for supper. Everyone looks forward to this 

time of sharing with one another. 

 

A short history lesson---did you know?   In the early church, the 

time prior to Easter was a time when many adults would study, 

pray and fast, in preparation for becoming a member of the 

church. The sun during this time is claiming more and more 

time, and the days are lengthened. Because of the Lengthening 

of Days, this season came to be known as Lent {short for 

Lengthen}. The church tried to find a model in the Bible for 

how long this special time should be, and they decided that if 

Jesus went into the wilderness for forty days and nights and 

fasted and prayed during that time---Lent should be for 40 days 

and nights. Since Easter was the end of it all, and since Sunday 

is never to be a fasting day, they counted backward from Easter 

forty days, and that first day was a Wednesday. Since this was a 

time to remember that we are dust and to dust we shall return, a 

mark of the cross was put upon the foreheads of the people, us-

ing ashes from the palm branches, which had been used on the 

last celebration prior to Easter the year before. That day is called 

Ash Wednesday. This is to be a time for spiritual growth and 

renewal; I hope that it was for you. 

  

Lutheran Women Today summer 2010 Bible study will be on 

ñPrayerò. In the June and July/August issues, LWT readers will 

be treated to an engaging new Bible study. ñPray Alwaysò is a 

three-session study written by the Rev. Gladys Moore. Moore is 

an ordained pastor in the ELCA. For more than 22 years she 

served as an urban pastor in Jersey City and in Newark, N.J., 

and for 16 of those years she was also assistant to the bishop of 

the ELCA New Jersey Synod. Pastor Moore now serves as dean 

of religious and spiritual life at Mount Holyoke College in South 

Hadley, Mass. 

 

The Bible study will explore three aspects of prayer. In the first 

session {the June issue}, you will learn about what Jesus and the 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

JANET MATTISON 

 early evangelists thought and taught about the importance of 

being persistent in prayer. The text is focused on the parable of 

the persistent widow in Luke 18. 

 

The second session {July/August issue} will look at a few pas-

sages in the Hebrew Bible that exhort us to ñwait upon the Lordò 

and will explore the relationship between prayer and waiting. 

The final session {also in July/August issue} seeks to understand 

the power of prayer to change us and perhaps our circumstances 

too. Each session has a brief leader guide section. This study will 

also be on the LWT Web site {www.lutheranwomentoday.org}.  

  

The goal of this study is to deepen our relationships with God, 

ourselves, and one another by attending to the word and will of 

God for our lives and our world. As we bring our authentic selves 

to these studies-our hopes and dreams, our fears and failures, our 

histories and cultural heritages-may we be reminded that each of 

our lives is indeed a prayer, as Jesus lives and serves through us.ò 

 

Hope to see all of you at the WELCA Synodical Convention in 

June. 

  

 

 

 

 

It has been a long,  cold-snowy winter for us here in Spear-

fish.  We are looking forward to spring with the green grass 

and flowers in bloom.  I know God has a plan for us to have 

all this good moisture for our environment. 

  

I just drove back and forth  to Mankato, Minnesota to my Sis-

ters funeral this past week and  the snow is melting fast and 

the 'green' is starting to peek through. 

  

Just want to give everyone a reminder of the hotels in Vermil-

lion for the Synodical Convention June 25 and 26: 

Comfort Inn -  701 W. Cherry Street  -  1-800-424-6523  or 

605-624-8333 

- ($65 single -- $75 double)  ask for special Lutheran 

Women's rate 

Holiday Inn Express-  1200 N. Dakota Street  -  605-624-

7600 

- ( 2 queens- $129.99 -- single $119.99) 

Super 8-  1208 Cherry Street  -  605-624-8005   

- ( all rooms  $62.88 ) 

Prairie Inn Motel - 912 N. Dakota St.  -  605-624-2824 

- (  rooms - $65 ) 

Call and make your reservations soon and tell them you want 

the special rate for the Lutheran Women's convention. 

  

Loving God, thank you for hearing our prayers and answering 

according to your will through Christ our Savior and Lord. 

AMEN 

MISSION GROWTH 

ARDITH MCFARLAND  
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JUNE CONVENTION MISSION AND LOVE OFFER-

INGS; 

  

Our Host Churches for the Synodical Convention in Vermil-

lion in June have decided for us, to support The Clothing 

Closet and the Contact Center/Food Pantry in Yankton, AS 

THE love offerings: 

  

The Clothing Closet current needs are men's jeans, all sizes, 

men's shoes (tennis and casual), men's t-shirts and sweat-

shirts (sizes XL and larger),and new underwear and socks 

for all ages and genders. 

The goal is to stock good clean clothing for all needs, all 

ages and genders. Not only does the Clothing Closet benefit 

the patient's personal needs, it also provides the patient with 

employment and skill training groups.  

  

The Contact Center/Food Pantry in Yankton currently 

has a very important NEEDS: jelly, tuna helper, ketchup, 

mustard, pancake (complete) mix, syrup, ..... and money 

$$$$$   can be used by both of these.. 

  

As I am concluding my final term as your Member at Large, 

I want to thank you all for all the support.  It has been a true 

blessing and honor to serve.  I hope you all will consider the 

privilege as you will be truly blessed as you work with won-

derful Christian women.  Look forward to seeing you all at 

the convention in Vermillion in June. 

Love in Christ, Janet Mattison 

 

 

More about the Triennial Gathering, July 

14-17, 2011.  

S - SWO Sisters 

P - Prepare and Plan to attend the Triennial Gathering 

O - On Thursday evening - Sunday noon...July 14-17, 

2011 

K - Kindred, friends, neighbors 

A - An airplane, a car, a bus, a train 

N - Navigate to Spokane, Washington 

E - Everyone, Everywhere!  *** Women from all over the 

US, and International Guests! 

  

The Triennial Gathering Theme is:  "Renew, Respond, 

Rejoice".  Theme Verses:  Philippians 4:4-9 

Triennial Convention (Delegates):  July 12-14, 2011, con-

cluding the morning of July 14th. 

Triennial Gathering:  Evening of July 14th through noon 

of July 17th.  (I apologize for this information being 

printed wrong in what was sent to conferences, etc.). 

The Convention campus spans the beautiful Spokane River 

and the fun-filled Riverfront Park, a 100-acre park which 

was the site of the 1974 World's Fair. 

  

"I CAN, YOU CAN, WE ALL CAN GO TO SPOKANE"! 

Start saving your "coins" now -- in a specially decorated 

container!  "SPOKANE - HERE WE COME"! 

Promote the Triennial Gathering at your Conference Gath-

erings (Spring and Fall), and at the Synodical Conven-

tion.  For those who will be doing this at these events, a 

packet of information has been sent to each Conference 

Coordinator or a representative, and to the Synodical Presi-

dent and Vice-President. 

  

"ENTHUSIASM"...  Scholarship possibilities -- Consider 

paying for everything, for a younger woman, to generate 

interest in the Women of the ELCA! 

To learn more about Spokane, WA, and the surrounding 

area, go to www.visitspokane.com. 

  

Thank you, and the best to all who are planning to attend 

the Triennial Convention and Triennial Gathering.  A new 

TGP will be taking my place, as I have resigned from this 

position, due to extenuating circumstances.   

Shalom!  Karen Dimick.  

Thank you for your continued support and work towards achiev-

ing your goal of funding a full ride scholarship for a South Da-

kota Seminarian.  To date, the SD Synodical Women of the 

ELCA have raised $54,000 of the needed $150,000 to fully fund 

this scholarship endowment.  

A couple of interesting facts: 

South Dakota leads the country in the number of young people 

that hear the call to ministry and attend seminary. 

South Dakota leads the country in the number of scholarships that 

we offer to young people who attend seminary.     

 

The fact that we lead the nation on both fronts is no coincidence. 

When we talk about our faith with the young people in our lives 

and we encourage them to consider a call to ministry both 

through our conversations and through financial support, it makes 

a difference in the lives of those young people.  

On behalf of the seminarians who have benefited from those con-

versations from the faithful women across this state and from the 

seminarians in the future who will benefit from a WELCA Semi-

nary Scholarship, thank you for your continued commitment to 

funding this scholarship through ñAnswer the Callò.  

Kristi Lee, Answer the Call Director, 605-553-8268   

MEMBER AT LARGE 

KAREN DIMICK 

ANSWER THE CALL  

Kristi Lee  

A gift to Answer the Call was given in honor of Ps Mindy 

Ehrke's 25th anniversary by Donna & Clyde Olsen of 

Plankinton.  

http://www.visitspokane.com
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LAMP MINISTRY 

Sue Folger, Long-time Volunteer 

 

grace = unmerited favor from God, the outpouring of 

the love of God on humanity, the basis of Christiansô 

hope for eternal salvation. 

Grace is not only a description of the character of God, 

it is considered the very essence of God and who He 

is. LAMP is celebrating forty years of Godôs grace this 

month. I just want to praise the Lord and thank Him 

for what He has done! How blessed I have been to be 

part of this ministry, and how it has changed my life! 

Who would have known how my life would be turned 

upside down after my first trip to teach a LAMP VBS?  

 

In 1984, I headed North with two friends. We drove 

two days to Thompson, then flew into a small commu-

nity in northern Manitoba. God gave us the opportu-

nity to tell the children for the first time in their lives  

the story of Jesusô birth! They begged to hear the story 

over and over, and we read it from the Bible, acted it 

out, and used clay to make a nativity scene. When we 

prepared to leave on the float plane there to take us 

home, I looked out the small window of the plane and 

saw the children on the dock waving goodbye. My 

tears fell, and my life was changed forever! LAMP 

and the children of Granville had won my heart! 

When I left that year, I had a new thirst, a strong 

yearning to study Godôs word, seek His will, and share 

it with others. That led me to a seven-year Bible study 

program. I became a LAMP representative, sharing 

LAMPôs mission and opportunities with others. Iôve 

taken teams up North for the last 25 years! LAMP, its 

board, staff, prayer supporters and donors have made 

it possible for the mission to spread Godôs word to 

continue in Red Sucker Lake (where I presently go) 

and 50 other communities in northern Canada. For 

many children, this is the only time each year that they 

are able to hear the Word! 

To read the rest of this article, go to 

www.lampministry.org/Newsletters and click on the 

current LAMPLighter.   

For more information on the min-

istry of LAMP, click, call, or 

write to us at: 

LAMP Ministry 

P.O. Box 480167, New Haven, 

MI 48084 

 

800-307-4036 (Edmonton office)

www.lampministry.org 

 

Itôs Spring!!  When the snow banks melted there 

were my flowers!  Tulips, daffodils, hyacinth and 

also some rhubarb!! That reminded me of a song by 

Bret Hesla called ñDazzling Bouquetò.  It is set to 

some very lively music and the words go like this: 

 

Mine is the church where evôrybodyôs welcome.   

I know itôs true ócause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of evôry kind of flower. 

Jump in the vase, ócause weôve got space for more 

 

Come here, all you six foot gladiolas 

Come, all you purple lilacs shining bright 

Come, let us all bloom together in the garden, 

A carnival of  fragrance and delight. 

 

We donôt just tolerate each other, 

We ask ant tell, we donôt just turn away. 

We give attention to evôry bud and blossom 

Let evôry face come grace the grand bouquet. 

 

Our demons keep trying to divide us. 

They document their lies to make them true. 

Today weôre freed from our judging and excluding, 

Just look around, enjoy the lovely view. 

 

Mine is the church where evôrybodyôs welcome.   

I know itôs true ócause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of evôry kind of flower. 

Jump in the vase, ócause weôve got space for more. 

 

I wish there really was a church like that.  Donôt you?  

Wouldnôt it be lovely?  

LAMP MINISTRY  

Sue Folger 

TODAYôS DREAM 
TOMORROWôS REALITY 

Mardella Bieber 

http://www.lampministry.org/Newsletters
http://www.lampministry.org/
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Many of us feel closely connected to the 

Offering of Letters this year. Family 

members, friends and neighbors receive 

the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), 

so we may already know how important 

this credit is. More than half of all 

Americans will live in poverty at some point before age 

65. The EITC and Child Tax Credit help lift millions of 

them above the poverty threshold.  

 

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) helps workers 

pay the rent or fix the car or replace a broken refrigerator 

or cover a high winter heat bill, rather than take food off 

the table to pay the bills. The Child Tax Credit  recently 

expanded to allow more workers who were laid-off dur-

ing the year to get some help with expenses of raising 

children.  

 

These credits are worth preserving. At the end of this 

year, all the improvements made to these credits that 

have been made in recent years to help low-income work-

ers make ends meet will expire, along with tax cuts en-

acted over the last decade which largely benefit higher-

income Americans. The well-off will be sure their inter-

ests are represented.  But who will speak up for the cred-

its so dear to the lives are low-income workers and their 

families? We can ask Congress to preserve the tax credits 

that help workers bridge the gap between income and 

basic expenses.  

 

The federal government spends roughly $760 billion a 

year through programs in the tax code. Of this, $89 bil-

lion, which is about 12%, goes to programs directed at 

low-income individuals.  

 

Low-income workers in our state and nation are strug-

gling. This week I met a mother who said she and her 

child would be homeless if it weren't for the EITC! Her 

earnings, tho' not enough to live on, had cut her off other 

assistance. Let's each take a few minutes to write letters 

to Congress asking them to protect the credits that help 

workers cover the basics for their families. Ask also for 

more free tax preparation assistance for low-income peo-

ple. South Dakota could use many more sites for free tax 

preparation. Addresses:  

Senator Tim Johnson, US Senate, Washington DC 20510  

Senator John Thune, US Senate, Washington DC 20510  

Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, US House of Represen-

tatives, Washington DC 20515  

BREAD FOR THE WORLD   

Cathy Brechtelsbauer 

  
Throughout history and scripture we see examples of Godôs 

people standing up to call their leaders to account. Moses 

served as an advocate for his people before Pharaoh, the 

most powerful leader of his day. The prophets of the Old 

Testament repeatedly called upon the rulers of Israel to ñdo 

justiceò (Micah 6:8). With our letters, we carry on that tradi-

tion, raising up a vision of Godôs justice and speaking with 

and for brothers and sisters who are hungry and struggling, 

urging our  

leaders toward policies that support dignity and sufficiency 

for all.  

 

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it,  

when it is in your power to act. " -Proverbs 3:27  

Cathy Brechtelsbauer, volunteer, SD Coordinator for Bread 

for the World 605-335-6222, ryebread@breadrising.org  

Prayer Garden Ministry  
 

Spring is here and today I would like to tell you about another 

ministry I do. I attend church 

at Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls and I manage 

the prayer gardens there. Time began 

in a garden and God planted the first garden. His signature is 

on every flower What a joy to be 

working for God and helping Him make things beautiful With 

the sunshine on my shoulders one 

is never alone down on your knees praising and glorifying God 

for all good things. All your senses 

come alive, seeing a new flower, smelling and touching the 

roses, hearing the birds sing and of course 

tasting the new strawberries. 

 

When the lilies bloom, I am reminded that Jesus died for my 

sins and the resurrection. Jesus is alive. 

When little tiny seeds grow into something awesome, it's like a 

miracle happening. It's a WOW moment. 

Flowers are uplifting and are a day brightener and can be 

brought into the church for all to see. 

 

I would like to encourage all of you to plant some flowers at 

your church or a cemetery. Show young people the miracle of 

the seed. You will be glad you did! God is Good!!! 

 

If you are in Sioux Falls this summer stop and see the Prayer 

Gardens. Check them out at www.spiritofjoy.net and scroll 

down to photos and then go to prayers gardens. We also have a 

labyrinth. If you would like a tour you can call the church at 

605-333-2004. 

 

And yes, I still need quilts and pillowcases. Thank You all for 

your help, the kids at STAR give thanks.   

Sharon Starks    214-4140   starks.sharon@hotmail.com 

206 W Maple St., Harrisburg, SD 57032 

WOMENS PRISON MINISTRY  

Sharon Starks 

http://www.spiritofjoy.net


God gives each of us different talents. Some of us can do 

calculus, most of us can't. Some of us can fix tractors, 

most of us can't. Some of us can read, some people can't. 

Some of us enjoy tutoring, others don't. If you have a tal-

ent for administrative duties and the ability, time, patience, 

and the inclination to travel to four meetings a year, your 

help is needed by the South Dakota Literacy Council. 

SDLC's spring quarterly board meeting will be held on 

Saturday, April 24th, at the Public Library in Rapid City. 

You are invited to come and learn more about our state-

wide literacy efforts. 

 

"If they can't read the words, they can't read The Word." 

 

In Memoriam:  Norma Hamilton, Rapid City, beloved 

South Dakota Literacy Council state treasurer, passed 

away very suddenly on March 22nd. We will miss her. 

 

Happy Easter! It's more than cute little chickies and choco-

lates. As they say at Christmastime "Jesus is the reason for 

the season!"  

 

:-) Sally Hillner 

SD WELCA Literacy Chair 

605-692-5560 

 

Thanks to all of you that have at-

tended many of our spring events 

in 2010.  We appreciate the sup-

port and attendance by the many 

members of the South Dakota 

WELCA units.   

Nearly 100 stationary bike riders in three communi-

ties rode for Lutheran Social Services of South Da-

kota this spring.  The three Get Cycôed for SD Kids 

events raised $19,000 to aid children and youth 

served by LSS. 

The team raising the most funds in each event city 

won a trophy, while the individual who raised the 

most funds received a special prize.  

The team trophy for Aberdeen was awarded to 

Team St John from Warner, SD.  The individual 

award went to team captain Veronica Johnson.   
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The Mission Coffeehouse Java Squad from Ascension 

Lutheran Church won the team award in Brookings, 

with the individual award going to Pastor Jeff Hansen of 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Arlington, SD. The Java 

Squad will also enjoy a team dinner hosted by LSS 

Foundation Board member Kurt Osborne. 

The SERG won the team award in Sioux Falls with the 

individual award going to team member Donna Peek. 

The Grand Prize winner for the 2010 Get Cycôed for 

South Dakota Kids events was announced on March 19, 

2010.  Sioux Falls rider Barry Bauer won a 2009 model 

Trek mountain bike donated by Scheelôs All Sports of 

Sioux Falls.  Bauerôs name was chosen at random from 

among the qualifying riders. 

Be watching the LSS Bulletin for the dates for 2011 Get 

Cycôed and for your opportunity to get involved! 

The Mitchell Area LSS Benefit was held on March 7th, 

and everyone had a great time!   We were blessed to 

hear Michele tell how Penny Virchow, Mitchell LSS 

Family Based Therapist, helped heal her family.  Other 

local program staff in attendance were Monte Tschetter, 

Consumer Credit Counselor, and Linda Logan, Mental 

Health Therapist.  Wonderful music was provided by the 

New Home Lutheran Church Choir.   

Thereôs still time to register to attend our remaining 

spring benefit events.  As a reminder, the dates are as 

follows:  

Aberdeen Benefit Event  - Sunday, April 11 

Refugee and Immigration Taste of Cultures ï Saturday, 

April 17 

Sioux Falls Benefit Event  - Sunday, April 18 

Brookings Benefit Event ï Saturday, April 24 

West River Benefit Event (Rapid City) ï Sunday, April 

25 

If you would like to attend, please call Heidi Gough at 1

-800-568-2401, extension 106. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to share a greeting and 

short update of Lutheran Social Services at the WELCA 

Spring Gathering events throughout the state and look 

forward to participating in the South Dakota WELCA 

Synodical Convention in June.  Linda Jensen will be 

present for the convention so be sure to look for her! 

LITERACY CHAIRPERSON  

Sally Hillner  

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES  



LUTHERANS  

OUTDOORS 
Karen Kraus 
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My name is Ryan Bush. Iôve been incar-

cerated at the South Dakota State Prison in Sioux 

Falls for seven years and will probably serve eight 

more. 

            Iôm very familiar with the feelings of guilt, 

shame and failure that accompany a prison experi-

ence. It easy to get caught up in the emotions and at 

times give in to a sense of being overwhelmed. 

            However, 2,000 years ago our great God, in 

order to help us overcome those feelings, sent a part 

of Himself to give up the glory of heaven and become 

a man. Jesus was arrested, willingly taken to the reli-

gious leaders, questioned and demeaned. He allowed 

himself to be slapped, punched and spit on. He wore 

chains and had the flesh ripped from his body. His 

precious blood stained the stones on ground beneath 

him. Yet, he didnôt cry out, made no complaint. 

            He was mocked and allowed himself to be 

tortured. A crown of thorns was pressed into his 

skull. By the time the cross was placed on his back, 

he was so weak he couldnôt carry it. Simon the 

Cyrene was enlisted to carry it for him. 

            On Calvary, half dead from the brutal beat-

ings and torture, Jesus hung on the cross, nails pierc-

ing his hands and feet. All he had to say was, ñFather, 

forgive t hem for they know not what they do.ò He 

also said, ñIt is finished,ò and gave up his life. 

            All of this was done to fulfill Godôs purpose: 

taking on the penalty for our sins of lying, cheating, 

anger, adultery, robbery, murder, rape ï all of it. Je-

susô death removed it. Our feelings of guilt, shame 

and failure no longer held us in their grip. 

            Letôs remember the price that was paid. Jesusô 

suffering, pain and demoralization set us free. If we 

remain in sin, hold on to feelings of fear and hope-

lessness ï we give up the freedom he died to provide 

for us. It would be tragic for us to hold back from 

picking up the freedom that Jesusô won for us. 

            One of my favorite scriptures is Isaiah 53:5 ï 

ñHe was pierced for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, and by His wounds 

WE ARE HEALED.ò (NIV)       

 Godôs blessings to you. 

To arrange to have Pastor Marlin Wangsness schedule 

a St. Dysmas presentation for your church or organiza-

tion, please contact St. Dysmas of South Dakota at 

1300 E. 10th St., Sioux Falls, SD 57103-1779 or call 

605-338-1735. 

Learn more about St. Dysmas of South Dakota or 

make an online donation to the ministry at 

www.stdysmas.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here's the latest "scoop" from Lutherans Outdoors: 

What's in a Name? 
The Joy Ranch Steering Committee needs your help to 

name the Joy Ranch Kitchen!   Please send your ideas 

to Gayle at 1-800-888-1464 or gayle@losd.org by 

May 1, 2010.   The winner will be announced at the 

Women's Synodical Convention in June. 

"Running Over"  

Running over,  

Running over,  

My cup is running over 

The Joy Ranch Steering Committee announces Project 

"Running Over" to invite each Unit to help fulfill the 

Women of the ELCA's $200,000 pledge to the Joy 

Ranch Kitchen.  Committee member Vivian Westgard 

says, "We need another $45,000 to fulfill our goal.  I 

invite each unit to give at least $300.00.  This 

would put us above our goal of $200,000, which is 

amazing!  We could use a Mother's Day theme and ask 

the women to give in honor or memory of their mother 

to support the Joy Ranch Kitchen.  We will be an-

nouncing this at the Conference Gatherings in April, 

with a plan to announce the totals at the Synodical 

Convention June 26th in Vermillion."   We hope your 

unit will participate. 

Thank You!  
Women of the ELCA, you are great!!  Thank you so 

much for your faithful gifts of money, prayers, 

quilts, and camperships.  This year more than 12,000 

youth, families, and adults benefitted by participating 

in a camping program.  Thank you!!!  

ST. DYSMAS 
OF 

SOUTH DAKOTA  
Rev. Marlin Wangness 

http://www.stdysmas.org/
mailto:gayle@losd.org

