Resolutions and Memorials

What is a Resolution?
A resolution is a written motion offered either because of its importance or because of its length or complexity. Resolutions are directed to voting members, the synod, an entity of the synod, a particular churchwide unit, or to a specific concern related to churchwide ministries, programs or units. Resolutions follow a more direct route than memorials in terms of response. Resolutions can be received and transmitted almost immediately by the Church Council’s Executive Committee. A final response to a 

resolution may be by the Church Council alone. 

 

What is a Memorial?
The difference between a resolution and a memorial is that a memorial is action directed by the synod to the Churchwide Assembly. Memorials adopted by a synod assembly are submitted to the ELCA Secretary for transmittal to the Churchwide Assembly with a recommendation for action prepared by the Memorials Committee of the Churchwide Assembly. A memorial encourages a broader discussion by incorporating consideration by voting members from throughout this church at the Churchwide Assembly.

 

Who May Submit a Resolution or Memorial?

Voting members, Congregation Church Councils, the Synod Council, Committees, Task Forces, and the Resolutions Committee may submit a resolution.

 

How to Write a Resolution

A resolution should be stated clearly and consisely.

 

The WHEREAS section of a resolution should state the reason for the resolution. Each reason should be give a separate WHEREAS.

 

The RESOLVED section clearly states the action (s) desired: what should be done, who should do it, how it should be done, and when it should be done. Each action should be a separate RESOLVED so the assembly may deal with them individually.

 

If the resolution requires one action, use the following format:


RESOLVED, __________.

 

If a resolution requires more than one action, the following format is used: 


RESOLVED, __________; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, __________.

 

If a resolution is preceded by a reason for submitting it, the following format is used:


WHEREAS, _________;


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, __________.

 

If a resolution is preceded by two or more reasons, the following format is used:


WHEREAS, __________; and 


WHEREAS, __________; 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED __________.

 

Please Include with your Resolution

· Title;

· Signature (s) of the mover and seconder submitting the resolution (including typed names and phone numbers);

· Name of the congregation and city (or conference) from which the resolution 

       originated;

· Date the resolution was submitted

 

