September 2009

The Book of Faith Jubilee August 14-16 was truly a celebration of the gift of God’s Word as revealed in Scripture. Those of us who were privileged to attend would like to share just a few take-home nuggets from the event.  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has a rich heritage in faithful interpretation of Scripture.  Bishop Mark Hanson reminded us of the beautifully crafted three-fold understanding of the Word in our constitution:  Jesus Christ the incarnate Word, The Proclaimed Word: the message of Law and Gospel, and the Bible, the written Word.

Our traditional pathways to Scripture however, are not always working for people – both in the pews, and outside our church walls. So, what are some ways to engage people in the Bible, and let the Bible engage people, so that they may see their story is held within God’s story?

Highlights to take home and try on:

· Use pop culture to your advantage:  The Bible is often referenced in pop culture; music, movies, TV. How many times does pop culture get it right?  Maybe not many.  But how about beginning a Bible study by showing a relevant clip from The Simpsons, Everybody Loves Raymond, a sound bite from a rap song, a passage from The DaVinci Code…. People know this stuff!  Then bring it around to the Bible. The context is now historical, faithful and now, contemporary.  
· Faith formation in the home has been a sorely neglected aspect of Christian practice. Church leaders can help equip parents for “home church.” Simple home-based faith conversations can be learned with some simple instruction.  The Youth and Family Institute suggests the Four Keys to Faith Development as the gold standard:  Caring Conversations, Bible Reading, Service, Rituals and Traditions.    www.tyfi.org            









This Faith/Home connection is very Lutheran!


For more faith/home ideas from the Jubilee, contact Suzanne Hanson in the Synod 
office. shansen@augie.edu
· Story Bibles aren’t just for children!  Getting those story Bibles into the hands of parents will help them to learn God’s stories, too.  There are some really fine new story Bibles in print now including the Spark Story Bible from Augsburg Fortress. When you hand out those new story Bibles to children, teach their parents, too. Where is the story of the first Christmas?  Where are the stories of Moses?
· Only 6% of ELCA adults are engaged in any meaningful adult Bible study. Setting goals to improve this percentage is a helpful. How about increasing to 12% in the next year?  What do we do to make that happen?

· “Nobody wants you to go home and work harder. You are already working hard.” Rolf Jacobson, Luther Seminary. You have permission to try something NEW. Don’t keep working harder at the same things that aren’t’ working. Ponder anew what the Almighty can do.
· Rolf Jacobson playfully suggested taking your church’s entire adult education budget and spending it on babysitters.  Makes sense if that is indeed the major hurdle for participation for young parents!  
· Find those in your congregation with the gift of hospitality, equip them with tools to lead a simple Bible study (and not to be afraid of questions), and let them loose!  They can “set a beautiful table” for others to experience the Word of God in a comfortable non-threatening environment.  It’s all about relationships. And maybe some good food.
· Bible studies do not require “experts.”  Leave the know-it-alls at home.  If they’re needed, we know where they live.  

· Advertise your Bible study as “no Bible experience needed”… then mean it.  Watch carefully for references/words that the Bible novice may not know. What is “grace?”  Who is Paul? Saul?  What in the world is justification?

· Some helpful questions for anyone leading or participating in any Bible study:



What do you think God is doing here?



What do you hear? 



What is God saying to you personally?



What do you hear God saying to us?                                                                                               

· David Lose has a wonderful new book, Making Sense of Scripture. It is written in a conversational question-and-answer style.  Dr. Lose praises the use of questions as foundational in engaging people in meaningful Bible reading. Jodi Hanson will be sharing more about this great resource which could be used as a jump-start to any new Bible study.
· Where is prayer in our look at Scripture study?  Eugene Peterson, author of The Message, said that for him there is no distinction between reading scripture and praying.  He asked us to think of one word:  ScripturePrayer or PrayerScripture.  No hyphen. They are inseparable. 

I was extremely encouraged by the passion and love for sharing the Word of God that permeated the Jubilee.  Bishop Hanson told us that he firmly believes that the Book of Faith Initiative has the power to renew our church in mighty ways.  I pray that we will all be ambassadors of this initiative/movement which will bear much fruit in this and subsequent generations.

Blessings as you share God’s Word, which shows forth Christ.
Katherine Eisele
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