
God’s Work, Our Hands was the theme of the 2009 South 
Dakota Synod Assembly. It was reported that the South Dakota Synod was 
the only synod in the U.S. that gained in membership. Maybe our involve-
ment with our mission program has something to do with this! Th is is what 
prompts me to write.

Early in June our Cameroon partners in Christ took an important step 
in their church policies and voted to have a bishop instead of a president. 
Th ey also voted to ordain women. 
Th e installation service for the 
bishop will be held the last days of 
November 2009. 

Two delegations from South 
Dakota are looking for people to 
go to this celebration in Camer-
oon. One will be led by our own 
Bishop Dave Zellmer and the other 
by Pastor Charlie Bunk, former 
missionary to Cameroon, from 
November 18 to December 5. One group will help put a roof on a village 
church. Each roof costs about $7,500.

It is my hope that every church in this synod will have a small eff ort to 
bless the travelers and honor our companion church with a fundraiser for 
the roof program in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cameroon. About 
20 villages are currently waiting for a roof over the walls they have built. 
Funds from your hands for this special off ering should be to the synod offi  ce 
by November 13.

Please contact Cathy Larson, Companion Synods Coordinator (clarson@
sdsynod.org; 605/274-4011), for more information.

—Herman Fink, Companion Synods Committee Treasurer
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