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Greetings from Palmer, Alaska 

By Diane M Krauszer  
 
Greetings from Trinity Lutheran Church in Palmer, Alaska.  
 

Greetings from Palmer, Alaska.  Trinity Lutheran sits on the side of the 

Palmer-Wasilla Highway, a busy road that connects the two largest towns 

in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley, Palmer and Wasilla.  Our church is 
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located in the Trinity Barn Plaza, a 

commercial building that the church 

has owned since 1991.  Owning and 

being located in a commercial 

building brings  a unique set of 

opportunities and challenges.  We 

are a small congregation in a very big 

building.  

 

/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÓ Á ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈe 

bottom floor of the building.  Our worship center is also located in on the 

lower floor, with our Sunday school area and kitchen area above us.  

#ÌÉÍÂÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÉÒÓ ÕÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÉÓ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 4×Ï 

Thrivent representatives have their offices in our building as well as the 

Mat-Su Football Association. A coffee roaster lends fragrance to the 

building on a regular basis.  4ÈÅ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÓ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á 

stream of clients and those who serve them as they offer classes and 

support to families who deal with that difficult disease. Trinity Barn Plaza 

also houses, Uncommon Cents, a coin shop and a small massage business.  

 

We regularly pray to fill the chairs in worship on a Sunday morning and to 

fill the rental spaces on Monday. It is a big job for a small congregation. 

This is where God has put us and 

these are the resources God has 

given us to use. Pray with us that 

we can use this big old building 

and all the people inside it to 

reach our community with the 

'ÏÏÄ .Å×Ó ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÌÏÖÅȢ  

 

Diane M Krauszer  

Invitation to 
Facebook 

By Judy Johnson Berg  
 
Hello TEEM!!!!!!! 
  
I just wanted to extend another invite to all of you who have not joined us 
on Facebook.  It's a GREAT way to communicate and Craig has developed a 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmer, AK 

mailto:jelder@pellalutheranchurch.org?subject=TEEMmates_Newsletter
mailto:jelder@pellalutheranchurch.org?subject=TEEMmates_Newsletter
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special TEEM site for us to gather.  
  
My friends say I am addicted to Facebook but I have found some ties with 
family and friends that I would not have if I wouldn't have found them on 
Facebook.  It's a great way to network.  

  
I just put a variety of TEEM pix from a few different 
sessions!!!  So if you would like to view those pix you 
can type in Judy Johnson Berg once you have joined 
Facebook, or you can type in the TEEM site on Facebook 
once you have joined. 
  
Hope to see you there!! Hope all are doing well with 

your homework.  Cannot believe how quickly the time moves and we have 
almost arrived to Lent!  
  
May the peace of the Lord be with you all & "see" you all again soon!  With 
the Love of Jesus, 

 Judy Johnson Berg  

 

The Disciples on Highway #1 

By Judy Johnson Berg  
 
)ÓÎȭÔ ÉÔ ÆÕÎÎÙ ÈÏ× ÇÏÁÌÓ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÅÃÁÄÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÌÉÖÅÄȩ  

It might even change after a life experience has enlightened a dark path in 

ÏÎÅȭÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅȢ  -Ù ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÈÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÁÌÌÅÙÓȠ Á ÄÅÓÅÒÔ 

with an oasis; a mountÁÉÎ ÔÏÐ ÖÉÅ× ÁÎÄ Á ÆÒÏÚÅÎ ÔÕÎÄÒÁȢ  )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ 

about living in North Dakota or visiting Holy Hill, but I am ecstatic that my 

journey has led me where I am today! 

 

I have been called to serve two rural parishes in North Dakota only 20 and 

30 miles from my home.  I serve Bethel Lutheran church in Rogers, ND and 

Our Saviors Lutheran church in Dazey, ND.  The communities are almost 

lost with a blink of an eye as you pass them on Highway #1.  However, the 

excitement and activity in these communities keep them alive.  

 

With our Lenten services coming near I look forward to sharing 

Wednesday evenings with the Assembly of God parish in Dazey.  We rotate 

services among our three churches and enjoy the community of God as we 

share soup, sandwich and desserts before we worship together as one.  I 

have to admit the part I look forward to is the swinging gospel music they 



Page 4 of 10 

play!  I love it! 

 

Our small parish at Our Saviors in Dazey has grown in attendance this past 

year.  We are in the planning stages of our 125th anniversary and currently 

working on recording a CD.  We have two extremely talented pianists at 

this small church plus I will also have the opportunity to share my God 

given gift of song. Praise the Lord!  We have a congregation filled with 

activity. 

 

At Bethel Lutheran in Rogers, we have enjoyed a revival of our youth.  

There has not been a youth group there for several years, but now our 

youth are coming up strong.  The last Sunday of each month is a worship 

service led by our young people.  We introduce praise music that the 

young people like to hear.  )ÔȭÓ Á 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÅÓȢ  

 

I am so blessed to have this calling of the Lord.  The disciples of Bethel and 

/ÕÒ 3ÁÖÉÏÒÓ ÅÎÊÏÙ ȰÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒÙȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ 

experiences.  I tell them about my TEEM-mates, professors, classes and all 

that we do when I am away.  Now I have been able to share with you a 

little about them.  

 

I am sure that each and every one of you have your own stories to tell.  I 

look forward to reading about them here in our TEEM newsletter.  God be 

with you till we meet again. 

 

TEEM is on FACEBOOK 

By Craig Schweitzer  
 

If you are signed-up and enjoying being a friend to others on Facebook, be 

sure to check out the TEEM group.  All you need to do is search for TEEM - 

Theological Education for Emerging Ministries and join the group.  As part 

of this group you are able to post photos, invited discussion and 

conversation, and offer a wealth of other opportunities to connect with 

fellow TEEMmates on this incredible journey.  E-mail Craig Schweitzer at 

craig@goodshepherdbismarck.com if you have any questions on 

connecting to the Facebook world. :) 

  

Grace and peace, 

 Craig 

mailto:craig@goodshepherdbismarck.com
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A Mountaintop Experience 

By Shelly Larson  
 

Classes were finished and I needed a ride down the hill to La Quinta Inn.  I 

managed to snag the last vehicle headed down the hill, driven by the same 

gracious driver who had been toting me around since my arrival at the San 

Francisco Airport.  Two other students 

and my esteemed professor of Old 

Testament and Psalms accompanied me 

in the van.  We headed down hill, and 

took a sharp turn to the left.  I began to 

suspect that I had misunderstood our 

destination as the van turned left a 

second time and began to quickly climb a 

steep winding road up and away from 

Berkeley.  To our left was an almost 

straight down drop which offered a 

breathtaking view of the city and harbor 

beyond.  I assume it was beautiful.  I only 

got a quick peek.  I had become a bit distracted.  Did I mention that the 

road was steep and winding?  I have learned that if the driver of your 

vehicle is distracted by beautiful scenery it is possible for the passenger to 

keep the car on the road by concentrating hard on the center of the road 

ahead while simultaneously gripping the door handle.   

 

We continued to careen around sharp turns which eventually lead into a 

pass.  Straight ahead the road seemed to stop with a metal guard rail and 

beyond that, a sharp drop into a deep valley.  I vaguely remember a person 

pushing a bike in front of us but I was a bit distracted.  It began to dawn on 

me that my concentration on the fast approaching guard rail was having 

no effect on slowing the van.  It is interesting that as we began to loose 

control of our lives we tend to grasp for anything that has the feel of 

control.  I reached my left hand up and felt the cool of the window.  My 

other hand flew to the right and grabbed the first solid thing that it 

encountered.  As I gripped into the flesh of my esteemed professors 

shoulder, I heard from the back seat a calm observation from my TEEM 

ÍÁÔÅȢ  Ȱ/ÈȦ (Å ×ÁÖÅÄ ÂÁÃËȦȱ  

 

It would seem that the man pushing the bike had responded to the 

4%%- 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȣBob Carancias, Judy 
Johnson-Berg, Tempe Beeman 



Page 6 of 10 

synchronized wave of the four passengers in our van as we reached to 

stabilize ourselves against our eminent drop into Sheol.  The joke was that 

ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÒÏÒ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÃÅÓȢ  Ȱ/ÈȦ (Å ×ÁÖÅÄ ÂÁÃËȦȱ  

 

) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÃÁÍÅÒÁ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ "ÅÒËÅÌÅÙ ÂÕÔ ÉÆ ) ÈÁÄȟ ÍÙ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 

taken from just beyond the guard rail, straight into the van, just as we 

began our simultaneous wave at the man pushing the bike, just before the 

driver applied the brake and pulled the car down the road to the left and 

we shared in nervous laughter at the joke from our TEEM mate in the back 

seat of the van on our mountain top experience at the end of our classes at 

PLTS. 

 

Shelly Larson     

 

Consecration Sunday 

By Lowell Nelson  
 

Sunday, November 16, 2008 Sermon Highlights 

Bethany Lutheran Church, Elkhorn, NE 

Lowell Nelson, Minister for Mission & Outreach 

 

What role defines your life in the midst of these challenging times?  Do you 

ÖÉÅ× ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ/×ÎÅÒȱ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȩ  $Ï ÙÏÕ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ 

mandate to protect yourself against any loss in your life?  Is your life a 

series of transÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÏ ȰÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÉÓËȱ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇÌÙ 

volatile world.   Is the key in these times is to play it safe and wait for 

things to calm down, whenever that may be? 

 

4ÈÅ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÐÅÎ ÕÐ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÏÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÆÉÎÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȠ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ Á Ȱ3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄȱ 

of 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȢ  0ÓÁÌÍ ςτȡρ ÆÒÁÍÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÏÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ 

exquisite power & simplicity: 

 

The earth is the LORD's, and all that is in it,  

       the world, and those who live in it;   

 

/ÎÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ×ÏÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÁÌÌȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ËÅÙ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ our role as 

ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  !ÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÉÎÓÔÉÎÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÖÁÌÕÅȟ ×Å 

ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ȰÁÌÌȱ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓȠ ÏÕÒ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ 

talents, and financial resources.  We reluctantly loosen our grip on life.  Yet 
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with this understanding, we are free from living a life of controlled 

resistance and protecting ourselves through reducing risk.   We are 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to live boldly to make choices that advance 

'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÄÅÍÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ. 

 

Consecration means dedicated to a higher purpose and today we bring our 

ςππω ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÐÌÅÄÇÅÓ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  -ÁÙ 

this Sunday be a day where we clearly recognize our role as stewards of 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ȰÁÌÌȱȢ  ,ÅÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÕÓ Äedicate ourselves to fully engage in life 

guided by the love of Christ for the sake of this world.   

 

Congregation’s Christmas Video 

By Margie Hershey  
 

For Christmas Eve services the Prairie 

Fellowship Parish produced a DVD 

telling the Christmas story.  Three 

congregations make up the parish, 

American Lutheran in Bison, MT; 

Indian Creek Lutheran in Meadow, MT 

and Rosebud Lutheran in Shadehill, 

MT.  They are served by Margie 

Hershey, TEEM.  

 

The cast of about 35 was made up of members of all three congregations.  

Beginning in October pictures of the various scenes were taken at 

members ranches, using live 

animals and rustic settings.  Many 

more people were involved in set 

design, photography, editing and 

reproducing.  The script was read 

by a friend of the parish, a 

professional radio announcer.  

Background music was provided 

by a local rancher.  

 

These are pictures from the Christmas DVD that we produced.  I recruited 

people from all three congregations and prevailed on a friend who is a 
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professional radio announcer to do 

the narration.  I played the DVD as 

the message for the Christmas Eve 

service  and each person received a 

copy of the DVD.   Cast members got 

to know people from the other 

congregations as they interacted.  
 
 

 

Random Musings on Isaiah 40 

By Mari Nyberg  
 

)Î ÔÈÅ 0ÏÅÔȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅȟ $ÁÖÉÄ 2ÏÓÅÎÂÅÒÇȭÓ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ )ÓÁÉÁÈ τπ ÓÁÙÓȟ  
 

Ȱ3ÐÅÁË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍ ÔÅÎÄÅÒÌÙ 

In a voice embracing her call to her that her exile is over 

Come home the sentence is over ÔÈÁÔ ËÎÏÃËÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÈÅÒȣ 

Listen a voice is calling to open a road through the desert 

Clear a highway for the Lord straight through the desert 

And ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÈÒÏÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÃÈÅÄȣ 

Stand up prophets and speak to Jerusalem 

Your tired litany reawakens as poetry embrace her with good ÎÅ×Óȣ 

Hear the true Here I am! 

(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÙÏÕÒ 'ÏÄȣÈÅÒÅȣȱ 

 

It seems to me that often, in our world as well as the world of the exiles the 

prophet addresses, we have our voices knocked out of us.  Our voices ɀ 

communal and personal ɀ are often silent.  Grief and confusion still even 

our questions.  In a complicated world our angers and frustrations often 

stay unspoken for lack of definition.  Guilt leaves us with no excuse that 

can be articulated. 

 

We spend our time trying to find someone (or some movie, painting, dance 

or poem) that can voice what we cannot.  In our stoicism we may yield to 

despair and go through the motions of our lives.  In those moments we 

look for familiar words, traditions and customs to comfort us.  We find 

ourselves tired and without hope.  Our world is filled with noise and yet 

our authentic voices are stilled. 
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Into this silence God speaks.  His voice echoes through our parched 

throats.  We are reminded that God is with us ɀ Emmanuel!  We are not 

alone.  In His presence we find comfort and hope.  We whisper and then 

ÓÉÎÇ Ȱ'ÏÄ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȦȱ  "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÌÉÖÅÓ 

become vehicles of His love to the world.  In His welcoming presence and 

at His tender voice we find our own voices, our own identity and a 

message of good news to share. 

 

As we move from Epiphany into the season of Lent may God help us to 

hear His tender voice.  May all who cower in silence as abrasive voices 

shout dare to approach the One who has claimed us in our baptism and 

promises never to let go of usȢ   4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×ÓȢ  Ȱ(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÙÏÕÒ 

'ÏÄȣÈÅÒÅȢȱ  

 

Mari Nyberg 
 

Greetings from the Frozen North! 

By Bob Caranicas  
 

Hello TEEMates!!!   

Greetings from the frozen north!  I hope that you are all well and enjoying 

you assignments/homework.  I wanted to take this opportunity to invite 

you to use your creative talents to create and identity for all of us.  TEEM 

needs a logo.  Dr. Penumaka has requested that we the student 

bodyȣcome up with a design that best matches who we are.  We would 

like you to do your designs on a square of white cloth.  We will assemble 

them into a banner.  There will be a prize for the design that is chosen as 

the winner.  The designs should incorporate elements from PLTS and 

Luther as well as respecting the ELCA Church-wide.  Please be as creative 

as you wish.  Remember that these will be used for cups, water bottles, 

hats, shirts, and other assorted pride materials.  Have fun people!!   

See you all in June!! 

peace 

bob 
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One in the Spirit, St. Paul, MN 

By Jennie Lightfoot  
 

Ȱ-Ù ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ Ȭ7Á×ÁÓÈ-kishshi-gabow-ÅÑÕÁÙȟȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ 

Ȭ3ÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ $ÅÅÒ 7ÏÍÁÎȭ ÓÁÉÄ *ÅÎÎÉÅ ,ÉÇÈÔÆÏÏÔȢ  Ȭ) ÁÍ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȭȱ 

An Ojibway American Indian and former human resources director, 

,ÉÇÈÔÆÏÏÔ ÁÄÄÅÄȟ Ȱ'ÏÄ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ 

SaÃÒÁÍÅÎÔÓȢȱ  ,ÉÇÈÔÆÏÏÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÅÅÌÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÓÐÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎ 

American Indian wake and a Christian burial can be held in the same 

ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ  Ȱ4ÈÅ .ÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÒÅ 

ÃÏÍÐÁÔÉÂÌÅȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÓÐÌÉÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ blended walk that we 

ÓÈÁÒÅȢȱ 

One in the Spirit is based out of First Lutheran Church and works 

with local congregations and religious organizations to provide residential 

elder care and intergenerational programming with children from the 

local Mounds Park !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ )ÎÄÉÁÎ -ÁÇÎÅÔ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 

ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒȢ Ȱ'ÏÄ ËÅÅÐÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ 

ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ,ÉÇÈÔÆÏÏÔȢ  Ȱ+ÅÅÐ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢ  (Å ×ÉÌÌ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ 

×ÁÎÔÓȢȱ 

 
 


