Brief Overview of the Congregation Constitution Revision Process

1.   Germinate an idea for change.

2.      Consult and review the change with your senior pastor, council president and the affected persons within your church.

3.      Consult your own church constitution for process. (Chapter 17.)  

4.      Consult the ELCA Model Constitution for guidance regarding the acceptability of your idea with that document. See the following link for specific information:                                       http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Secretary/Congregation-Administration/Model-Constitution-for-Congregations.aspx
5.      Prepare an amendment and have either the proper number of members present it to the Congregation Council, or simply have the Congregation Council propose it. **

6.       The Congregation Council properly notifies members and calls a congregation meeting to consider the amendment.

7.      If the amendment is passed, immediately send the amended constitution with underlined and stricken through changes to the Synod office.

8.      Wait for a recommended approval from the South Dakota Synod Constitution Review Committee. 
9.   The revision or amendment is ratified without changes and a second properly called congregation meeting. 
** You may want to consult the synod office for a member of the South Dakota Synod Constitution Review Committee to initially review the proposed change for compliance PRIOR to the congregation meeting to consider the amendment. **
 

