Dear (your preferred greeting),
This year during the upcoming season of Lent, (or other time frame) I invite you to join with me and your brothers and sisters from across the South Dakota Synod in “The Big Read” as together we read and discuss in small groups the book “Fearless” by Max Lucado. This book will be an excellent companion to our Lenten journey as it draws us back to that basic trust in Jesus our savior which is the bedrock of our Christian faith.
Surely you’ve noticed that we are living in a time when an aura of great fear and uncertainty hangs over our world.  Terrorism, economic upheaval, wars and political stalemate combine to drive us into a perpetual state of anxiety.

Many are asking, “How can we embrace a courageous life?  How can we rediscover our lives rooted in faith, rather than clouded in fear?  When will we know peace of mind and heart – and peace with our neighbor?”

In Romans 8:15, St. Paul writes, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons and daughters.”  In this we are confronted with the simple truth that Christ has triumphed and our lives are rooted in him.  Accordingly, you will find the book, “Fearless” to be accessible and engaging as Pastor Lucado confronts the issue of fear and uncertainty with the straightforward good news of Jesus Christ.  
In addition to reading the book I also urge you to deepen your lenten experience of  “The Big Read” by participating in a 6-week small group discussion.  The groups will meet once a week throughout our Lenten journey.  This will afford you the opportunity to learn from your fellow church members, be encouraged in your own walk of faith and share your insights.
Here are some details on how you can participate:

Order the book by calling or emailing the church office, or by filling out the order sheet in the (location).  The cost of the book is ($).  The deadline for signing up is Sunday, January 29.

Join a small group by signing up for the time that works best for you.  Sign up sheets are available (location).  (online?)  The cost of the small group study guide is ($).  Again, the deadline is January 18.

Finally, you can also participate in a synod wide discussion by joining the facebook page (details).  Find out what your brother and sister Christians from across South Dakota are discovering as we imagine our lives without fear.
Please prayerfully consider participating in what is sure to be a rewarding and uplifting experience.

Yours in Christ,

