CROSS TRAINING FOR LIFE
Eight Bible Studies for Lenten Worship 2012
Langford Lutheran Parish
Rev. Charlie Bunk
These eight studies will give us an idea of how God meets us and saves us in the Cross of Christ. The studies and the dates will be as follows:
Here is the list of studies and places of worship:
Date		Place			Theme
2/22		Evangelical		“What is Sacrifice?”
2/29		Augustana		“Four Gospels, Four Views”
3/7		Highlanda		“God Frees Us from the Devil’s Grip”
3/14		Evangelical		“Jesus’ Victory over Sin, Death, and the Devil”
3/21		Falnes		“Jesus Restores our Honor”
3/28		Highlanda		“Jesus Pays Our Debt”
4/5 (Thurs.) Evangelical		“How Wide is Jesus’ Love?”
4/6 (Friday) Highlanda		“DEATH and Resurrection”

The studies where appropriate will roughly follow this outline:
A. What is God Like?
B. What is broken in our relationship with God?
C. How does Jesus’ Death on the Cross repair our relationship?
D. How are we to live the Christian life now? 


Lesson 1: What is Sacrifice?
A. What is God Like in this view?
God is Holy. God is Righteous.
Please fill in the blanks from Leviticus 19:2b: 
“You shall be ________ as I the LORD your God am ________”.
(Note: You can use any Bible translation. Most of my quotes will be from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).
God is Holy and set apart from the dirt and filth of our earthly sinful life. Holy Ones are not defiled. Offerings are made to purify and restore Holiness.
Whole Burnt Offerings, Grain Offerings (Leviticus 1-2)
Whole Burnt Offering: Write Leviticus 1:3 here:
“You shall offer a _______ without blemish; you shall bring it to the ___________ of the tent of meeting, for acceptace in your behalf before the LORD.” 
 What are the steps to set apart (make holy) an animal sacrifice? 1) Male w/out Blemish, 2)Offered at the entrance to the sanctuary, 3)Hand on the head offers the animal before slaughter, 4)blood is splattered on the altar by the priest, 5)the Whole Animal is burnt and NOT consumed by priests nor people. The smoke is a pleasing aroma to our HOLY GOD.
Clean Birds may also be sacrificed and grain may be baked and burned as a sacrifice also. (Lev. 1:14-2:10) May the priest eat a part of the unleavened cakes offered as a grain offering? (Lev. 2:10)?
___________________________________________________
What was the original purpose of the altar (table) in a place of worship?   _______________________
How would you feel if we were to burn the monetary offerings you bring to worship?  (Money, not checks!) ___________________

B. What is Broken in our relationship with our Holy God?
Read Isaiah 6:1-7  What is Isaiah’s first impression of himself when he sees the vision of the HOLY God?  (Verse 5)  ______________________________________________________
We humans are Unclean, Impure, and not holy.  Humans always meet angels and Jesus’ miracles with FEAR and TREMBLING. 
What are the kinds of behavior and attitudes which render us impure and not holy?  
1) Worship of Idols (Leviticus 19:4)
2) Childbirth, Menstrual Flow, Bodily Discharge (Leviticus 12,15)
3) Eating unclean and not kosher food (Lev. 11)
4) Greediness at Harvest (Leviticus 19:9) What portion of the field is to be left for the poor and foreigners? _________________
5) Skin Disease and Contact with Dead (Lev. 13)
These are only some examples. 
B2: How Were Believers Before Jesus Made Clean Again?
1. Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) Leviticus 16
The priest offers a whole burnt sacrifice at this once-per-year holiday. He offers _____________(Lev. 16.3) and a ________.
He is clothed in _______________ (verse 4). 
The priest confesses the sin for all the people and releases a __________. (Leviticus 16:21) In the King James Bible this is called a ‘Scape Goat’. 
2. Passover or Paschal Lamb: At this Spring holiday what were the two food items? Deuteronomy 16:1-3 ___________________________________________________
Why did the Jewish people eat of this holiday meal? (Deut.16:12)
____________________________________________________
3. Are any bones of the Passover Lamb broken? (Exodus 12:46)
____________
4. In King David’s time the psalmists warn against depending only on whole burnt offerings to ‘come clean’ with God- Read Psalm 51:16-17- “For you have no delight in _________________, if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a ________ spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”
5. There is one more warning against the sacrifice without personal repentance in Hosea 6:6- “For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

C. Jesus the Lamb of God Becomes our Sacrifice on the Cross
1. What is the name which John calls Jesus in John 1:29?  _________
What does this say about Jesus? ____________________
2. Why does John (the gospel writer) make a big deal about the way that Jesus’ legs were not broken on the cross in John 19:32-36?
3. What happened at the place of the Passover Sacrifice the moment of Jesus’ death? (Mark 15:38) __________________________________________________
What is the importance of this for Christian believers? __________________________________________________
4. SO, Jesus offers himself as our sacrifice whole and without blemish. Read Hebrews 9:11-13 Why do many hymns refer to the blood of Jesus?  ___________________________________
5. Read Hebrews 10:11-14 How is Jesus’ sacrifice different from the yearly offering of the high priest? ____________________________________________________
D. How are we to live as Christians Now?
1. Confidence in God’s presence- Read Hebrews 9:23-28. How does Jesus’ sacrifice change our outlook as we approach Judgment Day?  ____________________________________________.
2. Knowing God’s will- Read Romans 12:1-3 If we no longer sacrifice animals to “get right with God”, how are we to worship God now?
__________________________________________________
If we can’t jump into the offering plate, what can we give God? __________________________________________________
3. If you are reading a Bible with notes below or beside these verses, what do the notes say about our offering? _____________________________________________________
4. Can we join in Jesus’ sacrifice by giving ourselves for others? (Luke 14:25-27) ___________________________________
5. Have you ever ‘given up’ something for Lent? ______ What? ______________ How did it go? _______________________
Did it help you ‘get into’ Jesus and HIS Cross? _________
6. What about other forms of personal sacrifice? Do you know of someone who gave up a career or a job for the sake of the well-being of family, spouse , parents, or children? ____________
7. Do you know of a soldier who gave “the ultimate sacrifice” for the sake of their duty to their country?  ______________
Would Jesus call to bear our Cross be like a terrorist who gives his or her own life for the sake of a cause?  ________
Why or why not?  __________________________

Summary of the Lesson

Jesus’ death on the cross ends the system of sacrifice and offerings so that we (unholy) sinners are made pure and sinless in HIS Prescence. His sacrificial death and his shed blood gives us confidence on the day of Judgment. We are now able to present ourselves to Him as our spiritual worship.

LESSON 2: FOUR GOSPELS, FOUR VIEWS

Each Gospel tells its story. Let’s begin with a holiday like Christmas. What aspect of a Christmas holiday would a 6 year old tell? _______________ Which aspect would a Pastor tell about? _________________________ Which aspect would a Restaurant manager or store clerk tell about?
Which aspect would a mother or grandmother describe?

Can you see why it is important to let each evangelist (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) tell their own story of the Cross? 

A. The Cross of Jesus in Mark
Though it is the second Gospel in the New Testament, most Bible scholars say that Mark was written first and both Matthew and Luke had copies of Mark in their hand when they wrote their gospels.

There are 16 chapters in Mark. How many tell what happens the last week from Palm Sunday to Good Friday and Easter morning? _______
Answer (Chapters 11 to 16)

Does Jesus know he will suffer on the cross? (Mark 10:32-34) __________________________________________________
What does this tell you about how important the Cross is to Mark’s Gospel? ____________________________________________

Read Mark 14:27-30.  How many of Jesus disciples would prove disloyal to him, according to His prediction? ______________________
How does Jesus describe His own mental state in Mark 14:34? ______________________________________________
What does Jesus ask of Simon Peter in Mark 14:37? ______________________________________________
Is Jesus happy that disciples and crowd confront one another with clubs and swords?  (Mark 14:48) ___________________________
How many of Jesus disciple run away at Gethsemane (Mark 14:50)?
____________________
In Mark’s gospel there is only one saying which Jesus speaks from the cross (Mark 15:34) What is it? _____________________________________________________________________________________
Do you get the feeling that Jesus is alone, separated from friends, there fulfilling God’s will? 
Who were the only ones who remained faithful (from a distance) (Mark 15:40-41)?__________________________
Who is the one who sees the whole crucifixion scene and declares Jesus’ true identity as “the Son of God”? (Mark 15:39) ____________________
How do the oldest manuscripts end the Gospel of Mark in Mark 16:7-8?
________________________________________________________
What effect is there on you the reader who knows ‘THE REST OF THE STORY’? ________________________________________________

SO, in Mark the disciples are unfaithful, yet Jesus is faithful to the end. This gives us (modern Gospel readers and disciples) hope in the midst of our weakness we too can witness to Jesus’ death on the cross.
 
B. The Cross of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke
Let us read first about Jesus in the garden praying. (Luke 22:39) What does Jesus call the garden? ________________ This was the common gentile name for the garden and surrounding hillside. How many times does Jesus catch the disciples sleeping in Luke 22:46?__________
How does Luke describe Jesus’ agony in the garden as he prayed? (Luke 22:43-44) ________________________________________________
Did Peter run away when Jesus was arrested? (Mark 22:54) _____________________________________________________

How does Jesus address the women who are following him on the way to Golgotha? (Luke 23:28) ____________________________________
According to Luke, what is the first statement of Jesus from the cross? (Luke 23:34) ________________________________________________________
His next statement is addressed to the loyal criminal next to him. What does he say to him? (Luke 23:43) __________________________________________________________
His last statement is a confident prayer to God. What does he say? (Luke 23:46) ____________________________________________________
How does the centurian (soldier) describe Jesus when he sees him end his time on the cross? (Luke 23:47) __________________________________________________________

In Luke, Jesus is compassionate to Friends and enemies alike. He places his confidence in God and builds trust with future workers with him for the Kingdom of God.

C. The Cross in the Gospel of Matthew

Scholars agree that while Luke wrote to many gentile Christians, Matthew wrote in the midst of Jewish believers in order to convince them that Jesus was truly the promised Messiah (or Christ). Let us look at a few passages.

In Gethsemane Judas arrives to betray Jesus, surrounded by chief priests and elder and a mob with swords and clubs. What does Jesus tell Judas? (Matthew 26:50) _______________________________________
What does Jesus say about the (unnamed) disciple who cuts off the ear of the servant of the high priest? (Matthew 26:54) __________________________________________________________
How does Jesus repeat this in Matthew 26:56? __________________________________________________________
Do all the disciples flee in the Gospel of Matthew? (26:56) ___________
How do the chief priests mock Jesus in Matthew 27:43? __________________________________________________________
What does the centurian (and his friends and co-workers!) say about Jesus when they witness his death (Matthew 27:54)? ________________________________________________________
Which women ministered to Jesus and watched from a distance? ________________________________________________________
How does Matthew combat the false story that the disciples stole Jesus body and made up the story of the resurrection in Matthew 28:15? __________________________________________________________

In Matthew, Jesus demonstrates that he is fulfilling the prophetic word of God in scripture as he reveals his identity as God’s messiah. He combats the false testimony of Jewish leaders who take full responsibility for his death.

D. The Cross in the Gospel of John

Again we begin in the garden of Gethsemane. But in John 18:1 John tells of Jesus crossing the Kidron valley and says, “there was a garden”. 
What temptation also takes place in a Garden (Gen 2:8)? ________________________________________________________
Does Jesus fall into temptation, like Adam and Eve? No, in fact Jesus ‘owns the place’ in John’s story of the garden! What kind of people accompanied Judas to the garden in John 18:3? _______________________________________________________
Note: A ‘band’ or a ‘detachment’ meant about 600 soldiers!
When Jesus says the magic word “I AM he” they all fall to the ground (John 18:8). Why do they fall? ___________________________
Only in John the person who struck the servant of the high priest is named and the servant is named. Who pulled out his sword and cut off the ear of the servant? (John 18:10) _______________ What was the name of the servant? ____________ 
Some scholars say that Jesus stands between his disciples and the crowd with clubs just like a good shepherd is the door of the sheepfold and lays down his life for the sheep. He is not only “Lamb of God”, but he is also the Good Shepherd.

Jesus says three things from the cross. First, not all disciples ran away! “The disciple whom Jesus loved” is there with his mother Mary. What does Jesus tell him (John 19:26-27)? _________________________________________________________
Next Jesus receives a branch of the hyssop weed with vinegar after he says, “I thirst”. This is the same branch which was used in the Passover to splash the Lamb’s blood on the doorframe to save the faithful Jewish believers from the Angel of Death in Egypt. 
Then he says _______________________ and bowed his head and gave up his spirit (John 19:30). 
Most people say that Jesus word Finished really means ‘Complete’.

Finally, just like the Passover Lamb Jesus’ bones are not broken (John 19:36. What was name of the day (Friday) according to Jewish Passover tradition in which Jesus died, according to John 19:42? _________________________________________
This is the day in the Passover holiday in which the lamb is slaughtered and the blood splattered on the altar!

Jesus reveals himself as the Passover lamb slaughtered for the life of the world. He is in control of the whole crucifixion scene arranging for the life of believers and opening the possibility of eternal life to all who believe that He is the Christ, the Son of God (John 20:31).



LESSON 3: GOD FREES US FROM THE DEVIL’S GRIP

A. What is God Like in this View of Atonement?

God is our almighty Lord, who acts on our behalf to defeat Satan, the great deceiver!

Genesis 1:1- Who was in there “in the beginning”? _________

John 1:1- Who was with God “in the beginning”? ___________
Was anything created in which Jesus did not take part? (John 1:2) ___________________________________________

Genesis 3:1 – How is the serpent described? Who made the serpent? ___________
Where did the ‘craftiness’ come from?  ________________
How did the serpent get control over the man and the woman in the Garden of Eden?  __________________________
Read Genesis 3:15- Does the serpent have complete control over the woman and her offspring? ___________

Now read Job 1: 6  What is the Hebrew word for ‘Satan’ in the footnote of your Bible?  ______________________

Look at Jude 6 – How does Jude describe the powers that deceive us?

Now read Ephesians 6:11-12 How does Paul (who wrote this letter) describe the schemes of the devil? _____________________________________________________

B. What is broken in our relationship with God?
Satan has dominion over us and the fallen world. He tempts us to give in to him in a way that ruptures our relationship with God our creator. We rebel as Satan has rebelled before us. We fall under his spell.
Read Luke 4:5-6  Is the authority and glory really the Devil’s to bestow on Jesus if he would worship him?  __________
Read Luke 4:13 Did the devil continue to exert an influence on Jesus during his earthly ministry? ____________________
What do you think ‘an opportune time’ means? _________________________________________________
Notice the authority of Jesus over unclean spirits and demons in Luke 4:33-35. Could Jesus do these miracles if he allowed the devil any power at all?  ____________
Read Luke 22:34 – Who entered Judas to convince him to betray Jesus? ____________
What does the Devil hope for in handing over Jesus to the Jewish and Roman authorities for a trial? ______________
Jesus told a story about himself as Son of God in the parable of the wicked tenants (Luke 20:9-16) Notice especially verse 13: the owner (God) says that he will send his ‘beloved Son’ to the rebellious tenants. What do the tenants do (verse 14b)? 
_____________________________________________________
How does the owner respond?  ____________________

C. How does Jesus’ cross restore our relationship with God?
I like to compare God’s victory over the great deceiver Satan in the cross to a ‘feint’ move in wrestling. An agile wrestler will begin a takedown move and let the opponents counter-move carry their momentum so that their own superior strength causes their downfall and the first wrestler gains the victory.

When the devil claims Jesus he assumes that Jesus wants to go to Jerusalem to become King and Messiah, ruling over the earthly kingdom of Israel. But look- Is Jesus kingdom an earthly kingdom?
Write Jesus’ answer to Pilate in John 18:36 “____________________________________________”
Jesus defeats the devil by embodying Truth. Jesus suffers the humiliation of death, even death on the cross, and descends to the one place where God is not present (Hell). There he plants the banner of love, reclaiming heaven’s claim on all creation.
St. Paul explains this in Colossians 1:19-20- “For in Him (Jesus) all the fullness of ______ was pleased to dwell, and through him to ______________ to himself all things, whether on ________ or in _____________, making peace through the ___________ of his CROSS.”  Paul restates this same truth in Colossians 2:15- “He (God) disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in it (the cross).”

D. How are we to live as Christians now?
For us in our earthly life, the struggle against the Devil and all his wiles continues. Read Revelation 12:7-12.
St. Michael slays the dragon, which is known by what other name? (verse 9)  ______________________________________
The devil is also called ‘the accuser of our brothers and sisters’ in verse 10. How have we conquered him, according to verse 11?
“By the _________ of the __________ and by the _________ of our _______________.”

Even though we struggle with Satan, his doom has already been secured. In verse 12 it says that Satan acts in great wrath, because he knows that his time is ________!

God gives us strength to endure the temptations which the devil sets before us. Look at 1 Peter5:8-11.
“Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a ___________ ______ your adversary the ________  prowls around, looking for someone to __________. Resist him, steadfast in your _______, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all _________, who has called you to his eternal glory in _________, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and __________ you. To him be the ______________ forever and ever. Amen.”

The good news for us is that we believers share in the victory of Jesus over Sin, Death and the Devil on the cross. Our final glory is assured. We have God’s seal over us in our baptism. Let us end by reading together Romans 6:4- “We were _________ therefore with him (Christ) by __________ into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the ______ of God the Father, so we too might _________ in the _____________ of life.”

Summary of the Lesson

God deceives and defeats the great deceiver (Satan) in the cross. Jesus wins a victory for himself and for us over death and the devil. We still struggle in our earthly life against the power of the devil. But we do not give in to him, since we know that God’s glory will be revealed to us. 



Lesson 4: Jesus Victory over Sin, Death and the Devil

A. What is God Like in this View of Atonement?
God is our Champion, winning a victory and reclaiming his relationship as our Creator God, restoring us to the relationship in the Garden of Eden before sin separated us from Him. Two names for this view of Atonement is the ‘Classic’ or ‘Christus Victor’ view.
To get a view of God, let us open the study in Psalm 24. This a psalm that was sung by the congregation as the King entered the Temple or the Throne.
“The earth is the __________ and all that is in it, the ______ and those who live in it; for he has founded it on the ______, and established it on the _________. Who shall ascend the hill of the ________? And who shall stand in his _______ place? Those who have ______ hands and pure _________, who do not lift up their _______ to what is false, and do not _______ deceitfully. They will receive blessing from the LORD, and vindication from the God of their ____________. Such is the company of those who seek Him, who seek the ______ of the God of ___________.”   
Notice that God is named by his glory and his wonders and miracles on behalf of his chosen people by naming himself as the God of Jacob.

B. What is broken about our relationship with God?
Read Romans 8:22-23. “We know that the whole __________ has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the __________, groan inwardly while we wait for __________, the redemption of our bodies.
Death and decay have entered into our life and destroyed the vibrancy of abundant life in God. Death is the sign that all the earth is estranged from God, especially we humans since the fall of Adam and Eve. 
Fill in the blanks for 1 Corinthians 15: 22-26  “For as all die in Adam, so all will be ______ _________ in Christ. But each in his own order: _________ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the ____________ of God to the Father, after he has destroyed every _________ and every ___________ and every power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is __________.”

So, because of sin the whole creation is not in balance and under the influence of Sin, Death, and the Devil (and his angels).  God must win the victory to regain our relationship.
He does this when Jesus defeats Death on the cross.

C. How Does Jesus’ Death Repair the Creation?
In this view (first put forth by the church father named Origen about 200 AD) all have sinned, the devil has claim on us, and God pays the devil a ransom through the death of Jesus. 
Here are a few of the verses which describe the ransom-
Mark 10:45- “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a _____________ for many.”

Here is another: 1 Timothy 2:5-6- “For there is one God and one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself as a ____________ for all- this was attested at the right time.”

You will note that neither of these verses makes it clear whom God pays a ransom to and how the ransom reclaims a lost creation. Since the word ransom assumes that a payment is made, Origen explains the God paid Satan with the life of God’s Son Jesus, who held him hostage in hell, but God redeemed him by the power of his resurrection and thereby won a victory over Sin, Death, Hell, and the Devil.

1 Peter 3:18 explains this exchange: “For __________ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to __________ in the flesh but made ________ in the spirit.” 

Ca: Jesus Descent into Hell
			Two of the three Creeds (Apostle’s Creed and Athanasian Creed) state that after his death on the cross Jesus descended into Hell. What do you think Jesus was doing during this brief stay?  I don’t think the ice fishing is very good in Hell, so we can rule that out! Whom did he meet in Hell (Sheol or the place of the dead in Hebrew or Hades or place of the damned in Greek)? 2 Peter 2:4 gives us a clue- “God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of deepest darkness to be kept until the judgment.” So he met rebellious angels under Satan’s dominion there! What did he do? Read 1 Peter 3:19- “Christ went and preached to the ___________ in prison, who in former times did not obey.”  So he preached the good news! Wouldn’t you think it pointless that Jesus would preach to the damned? Wait! Look at 1 Peter 4:6: “For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the ________, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, the might _______ in the spirit as God does.”  Not only did Jesus preach, He won converts in Satan’s home court! 
So the Christus Victor theme of this model of the atonement claims Jesus as our champion who defeats Sin, Death, the Devil and his angels through the Cross!


D. How are we to live the Christian life now?
Two words- Worship and Witness
Since we are restored, forgiven, and set free from the big three adversaries (Sin, Death, and the Devil), we can regain our place in worship by praising God and declaring this good news to others. 
Note Jesus triumphant instructions to his disciples after his resurrection in Matthew 28:18-20-
“All authority in __________ and on _________ has been given to me. Go therefore and make _____________ of all nations, ________________ them in the name of the __________ and of the ________ and of the ______ _________, and teaching them to ______ everything that I have commanded. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Summary of this Lesson
The whole of creation is out of balance. God sends Jesus to pay a ransom and when the innocent Jesus dies God raises him and destroys death and the sting of death forever. We are to worship Him and witness his victory among the nations.



Lesson 5: Jesus Restores Our Honor
A. What is God like in this model of Atonement?
God is honorable and righteous. He demands perfection in all his works and especially in humankind, since we are the crowning glory of his creation. God is angry with us should we continue to bring shame on our name and his name by sinning.

Matthew 5:48- (These are Jesus words from the Sermon of the Mount) “Be ___________, therefore, as you heavenly Father is ____________.”

Psalm 36:5-6- “Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the ____________, your __________________ to the clouds. Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your _________________ are like the great deep; you save humans and animals alike, O LORD.”

B. What is broken in our relationship with God?
When we sin we bring shame and dishonor to God our heavenly king. We plead for mercy but we have no way of restoring our own (and God’s) honor.

Psalm 35:4- “Let them be put to _________ and dishonor who seek after my life. Let them be turned back and confounded who devise _______ against me.”

Isaiah 64:5b-6- “But you were _______, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is _________, and all our righteous deeds are like a __________ cloth.  We all fade like a leaf, and our ________________, like the wind, take us away. 

This model of atonement was first formulated by St. Anselm in a book entitled Cur Deus Homo? (Why the God Man?) written about 1080 AD.  It is called substitutionary atonement. 

C. How does Jesus’ death on the cross repair our relationship?
Jesus represents the fully human and fully divine. As God-Man Jesus lived the perfect life and substitutes his own obedient (undeserved) suffering and death on the cross for the immeasurable debt of honor we sinful humans owe God.  God’s name is restored and we are declared righteous through the merit of our Savior Jesus.

Hebrews 5:7-9- “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up ______________ and _________________, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his ___________ _________________. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made ____________, he became the source of __________ ________________ for all who obey him.” 

John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only ______, so that everyone who _____________ in him may not perish but may have _____________ life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the ________ to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

John 19:30 Last word of Jesus on the cross in John’s gospel: “he said, ‘It is f______________’. Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” The word in greek is teleo which can mean finished or complete, but can also mean perfect. Jesus offers his perfect obedient complete life.

Romans 5:8-10- “But God proves his love for us in that while we still were ___________ Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been ____________ by his blood, will we be _________ through him from the _________ of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the _________ of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.”

D. How are we to life the Christian life now?
The emphasis for our Christian life centers on our belief (faith) in the saving power of Jesus’ obedient death on our behalf. We are to respond in thankfulness for his gift. 
Ephesians 2:4-10- “But God, who is rich in _______, out of the great love wih which he loved us even when we were dead through our ________________, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, … For by _______ you have been saved through ________, and this is not you own doing; it is the gift of God- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good ____________, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”

Philippians 3:10-11  “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his _______________ by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”

This model seems like the one we have heard since Sunday School. But notice two things- a) St. Anselm has God paying a ransom NOT to the devil, but to his own offended honor. The devil is left out of the equation. b) Women theologians warn us against leaning solely on this model, since the angry God reminds them of abusing Father figures who need to be appeased. How many women stay in an abusive relationship believing that in a way they are “bearing their cross” and thus learning to share in Christ’s sufferings?

What do you think? 



Summary of the Lesson:  God sends his own self in the person of Jesus, who restores God’s dignity and honor by substituting his perfect life and obedience even unto death thus cancelling a debt which we owed to God. We therefore are to believe in the power of this saving act in lives of gratefulness and grace.
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Lesson 6: Jesus Pays Our Debt

A. What is God like in this view of the atonement?
God is first and foremost a just and loving God, but watch out, for God’s over-riding justice means that He will punish sinners for their waywardness. God loves sinners, however, and sends his Son Jesus to suffer the full punishment (penalty) on the cross. This view is very similar to the Substitutionary Atonement. The big difference is that it is not especially concerned with God’s honor, but with God’s justice. St. Thomas Aquinas and John Calvin are associated with this view. 

Let us look at a few Bible verses. 

Exodus 20:5b-6: “I the LORD your God am a ____________ God, punishing children for the ___________ of parents, to the third and fourth generation of those who ____________ me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who _______ me and keep my ___________________.”

Psalm 99: 1-4, 8-9 “The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he! Mighty King, lover of ______________, you have established equity; you have executed justice and _____________ in Jacob. ..O LORD our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God to them, but an _________________ of their wrongdoings. Extol the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God is holy.” 

Romans 2:9-11 “There will be anguish and __________ for everyone who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and _______ and  _________ for everyone who does good, the Jew first and slso the Greek. For God shows no partiality.” 

Can you think of other verses which describe God as first and foremost a righteous judge?

B. What is broken in our relationship with God?
God’s justice and God’s mercy are competing qualities within God’s personality. My moslem friends in Africa used to tell me- “There are no limits to God’s judgments, God’s mercy, however, has a limit!” As a Christian I appreciate the tension between God’s mercy and God’s justice, by I would answer that Jesus atoning death proves that God’s love in Jesus fulfills the law and covers us in Jesus blood for the day of judgment.  Jesus loves sinners, but He cannot ignore the wayward ways of a people whose heart is far from Him! 

A few Bible verses to illustrate this tension: 
Jesus’ words from the sermon on the mount: Matthew 5:19-20 “Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these ______________, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the _________ of heaven.” 

Romans 2:12 “All who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who have ________ under the law will be _____________ by the law. 

For humankind the big problem is sin and the guilt which our sinfulness 
brings upon us. It causes a chasm between us and the holy God which cannot be spanned by our repentence. We need God (and Jesus) to provide the bridge!

C. How does Jesus’ cross repair what is broken?
Jesus fulfills the law in its entirety. He ‘stands at the breach’, assuming the penalty for sin which we deserve. 
 1 Corinthians 15:3- “For I handed on to you as of first importance what I had received: that Christ died for our _______ in accordance with the scriptures…” 

Romans 3:23-26 “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his _________ as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a _______________ of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his __________________, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he ______________ the one who has faith in Jesus.”

The passage in Romans shows how God upholds his loving mercy and his righteous judgment in Christ’s cross. The arena in which God’s forgiveness is declared is like a courtroom scene, in which we sinners are on trial. The accuser (Satan) cries out “Guilty, Guilty! Punish him!” and God replies “The Debt is paid, the punishment has been given.” We sinners stand protected under the shadow of the cross of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 “For our sake God made Jesus to be ______ who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the _________________ of God.”

D. How are we to live now as Christians?
Jesus’ first proclamation to believers is found in Mark 1:15. “The time is fulfilled, the __________ of God has come near; _________, and believe in the good news.” 
The first word is repent- this means ‘turn around’ more than it means ‘feel sorry’. We turn toward Jesus. If it were simply ‘feel sorry’ we could never be sorry enough to deserve God’s grace. Even the ‘turn around’ idea of repentance really begins with God’s spirit working in us. The good news is that our way ‘back to God’ is really GRACE. God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. 

The first way of embracing this good news is to believe it.

Romans 4:24-25 “It will be ________________ to us who _____________ in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our _______________ and was raised for our ___________________.”

So the first response (and only requirement) of our gracious God is this-  
BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL. ACCEPT THE GOOD NEWS. YOU ARE FORGIVEN THROUGH CHRIST!

The next response is to share that with others. 
2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a ___________ __________.”  
Should it be a requirement to give, or should we be allowed to give ‘as the Lord has given us’? ___________________________________________________________

Summary of the Lesson
God demands that we fulfill his Law completely, and yet completely offers from his mercy the sacrifice of Christ as punishment for our sins. We are to believe this with all our heart and accept the forgiveness which his shed blood offers joyously and generously. We are to share this good news with others as well.





Lesson 7: How Wide is Jesus’ Love?

A. What is God like in this view of the atonement?
God is Love. God loves humankind (even me) so much that He endures the ultimate humiliation for us. 

This model is associated with a monk who lived in the 1100s named Peter Abelard. It is a reaction to the Substitutionary Atonement model with the emphasis on God’s Loving nature. Jesus is an example to us and an encouragement to lead the Godly life. The most common name for it is Subjective Atonement.

A few Bible Verses: 1 John 4:7-8 “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for _____
____  ________. 

Micah 7:18-19 “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the _______________ of the remnant of your possession? He does not retain his _________ forever, because he delights in showing  _____________. He will again have ________________ upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our _______ into the depths of the sea.”

Here are Jesus’ words from the prayer he prayed on our behalf just before his trial and crucifixion: John 17:24-26- “Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the __________________ of the world. Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the _______ with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
B. What is broken in our relationship with God?
God’s heart is grieved by our estrangement from Him. 

Jesus words to his disciples in John 10:11- “I am the good _________. The good ____________ lays down his life for the sheep.”

John 1:16-18 “From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; ___________ and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

Jesus’ words in the garden of Gethsemane: Mark 14:34- “I am deeply grieved, even to death.”

C. How does Jesus’ cross restore our relationship to God?
This model of atonement says that in the way of accounting our killing of the innocent Son of God cannot work in our favor- Two wrongs don’t make things come around right.
If you look at all of Jesus’ life- his teaching, his miracles of healing, his compassion, and his suffering on our behalf we are “bowled over” and we are transformed by this ultimate love.
John 3:16 “For God so ____________ the world that he gave his only Son….”
John 15:13 (Jesus’ words) “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s _________ for one’s friends.”
1 John 4:10-11 “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning _______________ for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to _________ one another.”
D. How are we to life our Christian Life now?
This is simple. Love.. Love.. Love. That’s what its all about.

1 John 4:12 “Now one has ever seen _______; if we love one another, God lives us us, and his ______ is perfected in us.”

1 John 4: 16b “God is _______, and those who ________ in love abide in God, and God abides in them.”

1 John 4:18-19 “There is no ________ in love, but perfect love casts out ________; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not rached perfection in love. We love because He first loved us.”

One criticism (shortcoming) of this model is that there is no objective exchange (like a ransom) which makes Jesus’ death unique and guarantees salvation to the believer. Advocates say that the perfect submission of Jesus self-emptying love unlocks our hearts, so that is like a sacrifice.

Summary of the Lesson

God loves us and God’s heart is grieved by the our alienation from him and our lack of guidance for ‘how to truly love one another’. He sends his Son to teach us the way of selfless love. We are transformed by his suffering and humiliation on our behalf. We are remade so that we, too, can learn to love as Jesus loves us.

Lesson 8: Death AND Resurrection

Martin Luther’s name is not associated with any one of the models of atonement. People have claimed that he supports  the Christus Victor model or Substitutionary Atonement model, or that he was inconsistent when he explained how Jesus saves us from our sin. 
I will say two truths about Martin Luther’s theology and our own death and resurrection in this lesson. Here are the two truths:
A. As sinful humans, our first priority is to understand God in terms of how He first comes to us (In Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection). 
B. Jesus’ Cross is important, since our belief in the dying and resurrected Jesus commits us to our own daily ‘dying and rising’ life in His kingdom.

Theology from Below
1 Timothy 1:15- “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the __________ to save ______________- of whom I am the foremost.”
I remember a Bible study with a Men’s breakfast in 1977 in Ritzville, Washington. I was telling the group about my fervent prayer to see God’s justice be visible in this world. I was displeased that people were “getting away with things”. A retired Baptist minister was present. He spoke to me forcefully. He said, “Son, let God worry about God’s justice. You need to pray for God’s mercy. If you want God’s fairness, you and I both deserve only Hell and punishment. Pray for mercy!”
	When we state truths about God, we begin as sinners. We look for how God suffers on Christ’s cross for us and for our salvation. This is called ‘theology from below’. We are first and foremost sinners in need of God’s guidance, God’s correction, and God’s mercy and forgiveness. We meet God where God meets us. Look at the direction (Not what we do, but what God does for us.)	

First, notice that Jesus sought out sinners like you and I to hang out with in his life. Notice Luke 15:2- “And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes ___________ and eats with them.”
Jesus knows that his love for sinners would end up in an ugly way. He knew that something big ‘was cummin’ down’ in Jerusalem that Passover. Look at his third time explaining this to his disciples in Luke 18:32- “For (I) will be handed over to the Gentiles, mocked and insulted and spat upon. After being flogged, they will kill (me), and on the third day (I) will rise again.”  
Jesus chose the way of the cross. His death was a statement of belief that in his dying God the creator would bring life and salvation. When God creates, he always starts with nothing. So Christ became dead (nothing) and so that God might do everything. In the words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:21- ”For our ______ God made him  to be ______ who knew no ______, so that  in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
Next, let us revisit Jesus cry from the cross in Mark 15:34b. “At three o’clock Jesus cried out  with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means , “My God, My God, why have you ______________ me?” Christians interpreting this verse have always struggled to make it fit with how we view Jesus. Some suggest that he was quoting from Psalm 22 which ends in a triumphant statement of trust, so we need to keep the whole Psalm in context. That seems like a stretch to me.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Luther suggests that we take this cry at face value. It is made at face value. The world had gone dark for three hours; God the Father was at pains to view the suffering of his only-begotten Son, so the lights were ‘turned off’.  Jesus was really left alone to die, experiencing the nothingness of death like all other creatures, in order that God would again bring victory over death in raising Jesus as the first fruit of the new creation.
	Jesus Death and Resurrection Lead to our own Death and Resurrection
Notice the goal of Jesus atoning sacrifice in the last sentence- Jesus saved us ‘from death, devil, destruction’ for ‘the righteousness of God’. His saving death and rising mean that we too die and rise. Look at Romans 6:4. “Therefore  we have been ________ with (Jesus) by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in _______________ of life.”
Do you see how the whole movement of God’s spirit is Jesus Comes-Becomes Sin-Dies- Rises- Reigns in Glory so that we too might die to sin-Rise to Life- Reign with Christ in Glory.  Jesus says tell us this in Mark 8:34-35. “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and _________ me. For those who want to save their life will ______ it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will ______ it.”
Summary of the Lesson
Remember the ‘reason for the season’- Jesus came to save sinners like us!











