Dear (your preferred greeting),
This year during the upcoming season of Lent, (or other time frame) I invite you to join with me and your brothers and sisters from across the South Dakota Synod in “The Big Read” as together we read and discuss in small groups the book “Making Sense of the Cross” by David Lose. This book will be an excellent companion to our Lenten journey as it draws us into reflection on the deepest meaning of our faith – the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Have you ever felt doubts or had questions that you were afraid to address or ask?  Have your doubts and questions held you back from growing in your faith and from sharing your faith with others?  What if you had a confidence in the good news that was strong enough to allow you to boldly address our doubts and questions?  Not that your doubts and questions would go away, but that you would be freed from the fear of having them?  In invite to go deeply with me into an exploration of what it means to be people who stand before the cross of Jesus and who are marked by the cross in our baptism.
Many are asking, “What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus in this high-tech, high-stress world?  How does the message of a Savior who died on a cross speak to me and guide me in this life?”
In 1 Corinthians St. Paul writes, “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.”  And in Romans we read, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel…”  St. Paul’s references to weakness, foolishness and shame flow from that troubling event that is also at the core of our faith: The execution of Jesus on a Roman cross.
 Pastor, Professor and Author David Lose invites you on a quest to make sense of this central image of your faith as we explore together the meaning of the cross for our lives.
In addition to reading the book I also urge you to deepen your lenten experience of  “The Big Read” by participating in a 6-week small group discussion.  The groups will meet once a week throughout our Lenten journey.  This will afford you the opportunity to learn from your fellow church members, be encouraged in your own walk of faith and share your insights.
Here are some details on how you can participate:

Order the book by calling or emailing the church office, or by filling out the order sheet in the (location).  The cost of the book is ($).  The deadline for signing up is Sunday, January 29.

Join a small group by signing up for the time that works best for you.  Sign up sheets are available (location).  (online?)  The cost of the small group study guide is ($).  Again, the deadline is January 18.

Finally, you can also participate in a synod wide discussion by joining the facebook page (details).  Find out what your brother and sister Christians from across South Dakota are discovering as we imagine our lives without fear.
Please prayerfully consider participating in what is sure to be a rewarding and uplifting experience.

Yours in Christ,

